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Day 1  June 9th  to Toronto 
 

We departed our various UK airports around lunchtime and all met up at around four in the 

afternoon in Toronto Airport. We were soon outside where we jumped upon our indefatigable 

driver Jen’s bus and headed westwards along Highway 401 arriving into Cambridge some 

eighty minutes later. 

 

 

Day 2  June 10th Beverley Swamp and up to the Bruce 
 

A fine morning saw Jack out noting a few birds around the Hilton Garden Inn, American 

Goldfinch, Common Grackle, American Robin and Eastern Kingbird among them. Breakfast 

was impressive with all sorts on offer, though Margaret's private audience with the chef and 

resultant egg-white pancakes stuffed with jam and drizzled with castor sugar served with 

french toast took the biscuit!  
 

We were on our way by nine, passing through the busy streets of Cambridge and soon enough 

though we were driving out through the mix of old fields and swampy woodland that makes 

up the Beverley Swamp area. A large Snapping Turtle on the roadside bought us to a halt and 

we were able to examine this hefty beast at close range. In the trees we noted Downy 

Woodpecker and Northern Flicker and our first Cedar Waxwings and Blue Jays. 
 

Then it was to the Lafarge Trail, though we were to walk only a few hundred metres of this 

long distance trail. The part we chose was through a very diverse area of swamp forest 

dominated by White Cedar, Ulmus americana and Ulmus rubra, Paperbark Birch, Populus 

tremuloides, Fraxinus nigra and Fraxinus pennsylvanica and Cornus species, these including rugosa 

and sericea. The understory held an impressive collection of sedges and ferns. Ostrich and 

Sensitive Ferns proved locally dominant though Marsh Fern held sway over large areas and the 

superficially similar Chain Fern Woodwardia virginica was found too. Elegant tufts of tall 

Cystopteris bulbifera and distinctive Crested Buckler Fern Dryopteris cristata were noted along 

with a fine stand of Royal Fern. White-throated Sparrows called somnolently from the thickets 

of cedar whilst Veery uttered its strange rather metallic song. Black-capped Chickadees and 

Black-and-White Warbler gave good views. No sooner had we entered the path than our first 

butterfly appeared, a Hobomok Skipper, shortly followed by the first of quite many Northern 
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Crescents. Then there were Common Ringlets and Little Wood-Satyrs. Horsetails such as 

Equisetum sylvaticum and Equisetum palustre were noted and the aforementioned sedges 

included the big and spikey Carex intumescens, the hanging heads of Carex paupercula, bottle-

sedge like Carex lupuliformis, widespread Carex pallescens, delicate but abundant Carex rosea, tall 

Carex crus-corvi, and the delicate hanging spikes of Carex limosa. Beverley Swamp is a great 

place for sedges! Soon we found our first orchid though several of us managed to walk right 

past it, it being a Small Ladies Slipper Orchid, Cypripedium parviflorum. This was soon followed 

by its much more spectacular cousin, the Showy Ladies Slipper Cypripedium reginae. There were 

around thirty of these simply stunning blooms amongst the mossy interior of a White Cedar 

stand. Canadian Bunchberry flowered here and further down the track a Rubus was in fruit. 

Here was another orchid, a pale green Platanthera, just coming into bloom. A few yards further 

on and we found Rattlesnake Fern, then the lovely Lysimachia thyrsiflora, then an area of water 

with abundant bladderwort, Utricularia vulgaris. Wandering into the mossy and wet forest here 

we found some very examples of Fen Orchid. There were a few damselflies about and the 

dragonfly Calico Pennant. Back by the minivan Jen produced a cup of tea as we watched a 

couple of White-tailed Deer, well three in fact, two of them tiny fawns. 
 

We drove north, stopping at one-thirty for an excellent pub lunch in Fergus. Then it was steady 

progress northwards with several Turkey Vultures to mark our progress. We made a brief stop 

near Chatsworth where we admired a mass of Anemone canadensis as well as some blue Iris 

versicolor. A fine large Bur Oak grew in the woodlot behind and the field contained many 

familiar (to us at least) European weeds such as Self-Heal and Ground Ivy! Then it was up 

Highway 6 passing roadsides covered in Indian Paintbrush and Lilies. We had not time now to 

stop! We got to Tobermory and our hotel, the Big Tub. Settled in, we paid our respects to the 

massed blooms of Large Yellow Ladies Slipper Cypripedium pubescens and then headed to the 

Greek-owned Lighthouse Restaurant for some rather good dishes.  

 

 

Day 3  June 11th Flowerpot Island 
 

A lovely fine warm morning greeted us as we convened at seven for a walk down the lane. Bird 

song was much in evidence from the strident tones of American Robins to the sibilant notes of 

Cedar Waxwings, two of which gave scintillating views. Most common however were the 

jingling American Redstarts and we saw several of the bright orange-red decorated males. 

There were a few groups of Blue Jays, some lovely Black-throated Green Warblers, a Hairy 

Woodpecker, a Night Heron or two, and the occasional White-throated Sparrow. All the while 

we were hardly an arms length from clumps of Large-flowered Yellow Ladies Slippers. There 

were some great floriferous clumps of them and also under the trees along one driveway we 

viewed some Small Yellow Ladies Slippers. Margaret found our first Striated Coralroot – it 

would not be our last! A Brown or Cape Hare hopped across the road. 
 

After breakfast we headed down to Little Tub Harbour. After lunches had been collected from 

the Mermaid's Secret, and tickets purchased, we boarded the Blue Heron and headed off out of 

a mirror calm harbour. Ring-billed Gulls, Double-crested Cormorants, and Common Terns 

were constant companions, Common Loons, Red-breasted Mergansers and Common 

Mergansers (Goosanders) less so. A Great Blue Heron flew over its namesake. Our boat took us 

into Big Tub harbour. These strange natural harbours are so parallel sided they look as if they 
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are man-made. We passed our hotel and the boat manoeuvred over the first of two old wrecks. 

The information officer announced the names and the histories of the two wrecks that 

appeared in front of us. One, a schooner, the Sweepstakes, we hung over as if to lift it out of the 

water. The top of the wreck was barely below the surface and the water clarity was excellent so 

not only were we able to see the wrecks well but photograph them too. Then it was out past the 

lighthouse and into the open waters of Lake Huron. We crossed quickly to the first of several 

islands. The boat seemed to aim right at the hard limestone shore before turning close-in and 

following the coastline, giving us great views of the wave-cut limestone topped by White 

Cedar forest. Several Turkey Vultures flew about or sat in the trees and as we stared hard 

trying to turn some wakes in the water into Otters, an immature Bald Eagle flew close to the 

boat. We crossed to Flowerpot Island where the boat passed close to the two remaining 

flowerpots, picturesque stacks that are already very narrow at the base. A zodiac docked with 

our boat and took us ashore. It didn't take us long to find our first orchids (Flowerpot Island is 

famous for them!). These though were in tight bud, and though we saw many flower-spikes we 

could not find any with open flowers. However it has to be said that even open, the Alaskan 

Rein Orchid is not a species of great distinction, though this Bruce population is highly disjunct 

from its more westerly and northerly normal range. As we looked at these two Common Garter 

Snakes were found and these gave great views. Jen found a group of Striated Coralroots, 

though we soon started to find some very fine richly coloured plants as we walked up into the 

island. Leaves and buds of the ladies tresses Goodyera oblongifolia were commonplace and later 

we found a single rosette of the beautifully patterned leaves of Goodyera tessellata. Twinflower 

was putting on a fabulous show but soon it was the orchids that distracted us again. This time 

there were all sorts, though mostly small and green or greenish! The Calypsos had indeed 

finished, the season being two weeks advanced this year, so all we found was a dried up flower. 

However instead was a whole rash of species we hadn't seen in flower on this trip. First up 

were some tall spikes of Tall Northern Green Orchid just starting to open, and by the track, but 

in bud was Platanthera orbiculata. Also in this area we found several Platanthera obtusata, the 

One-leaved Bog Orchid, and by the marl lake there were some fine spikes of the Tall White Bog 

Orchid, a fragrant species with shining white flowers. Also growing out on the sphagnum by 

the water was the small Asphodel Smilacena stellata, blue Viola sororia, the last few flowers each 

of Primula mistissinica and Bogbean, and several sedges including Carex flava, Carex aurea and 

Carex glareosa. Chalk-fronted Corporals and little red damselflies patrolled this unusual little 

wetland. All around we found lots of the extremely tiny Lesser Twayblade, Listera cordata, at 

the height of its blooming period. Just about over were a few Northern Coralroots and we also 

saw the unusual Naked Mitrewort and the uncommon twayblade Listera convallarioides. 
 

Rushing back for a rather late lunch we had great views of a Snowshoe Hare. Lunch eaten we 

headed out on the round island trail. This took us up an escarpment where Maidenhair Ferns, 

Bulblet Fragile Ferns and Rock Polypodies grew. Then over a plateau covered with an 

understory of Canadian Yew. Then down the other side where low cliffs had a marvellous cliff 

flora, with Steller's Cliff-brake, Green Spleenwort, Evergreen Wood Fern, Clinton's Wood Fern, 

Margined Wood Fern, Holly Fern, Brittle Bladder Fern and New York Fern as well as Oak Fern! 

Large White and Upright Trilliums had recently finished however we did see Red Baneberry in 

flower (White Baneberry in seed) as well as Smilacina racemosa and Viola canadensis. Time was 

pressing so we had to complete our circuit and during this the lovely Spotted Coralroot was 

noted, out third coralroot species of the day.  
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After a spot of Aquilegia canadensis photography we got on the boat and sped back to 

Tobermory. 

 

 

Day 4  June 12th Singing Sands and the Alvars 
 

It had been very wet in the night with some heavy blasts of rain but thankfully it had more or 

less stopped by breakfast time though there was still a little damp in the air. We stopped off at 

the hardware store and all purchased wellies, a useful set of footwear on any Ontario trip, but 

today essential as the heavy rain had filled all available hollows and the hard limestone 

hereabouts is very slow draining! Suitably equipped we took a look at the property out back of 

the store as they have some fine patches of Large-flowered Ladies Slippers. These were close to 

a good population of pale rose Pink Pyrola with just a little Shinleaf in bud and the pretty 

yellow flowered Water Purslane. We watched a male Yellowthroat and then shortly after found 

a nest as we flushed the female. The delicate little nest was on a tuft just inches above the water 

and contained three lovely little white slightly patterned eggs. A Pileated Woodpecker flew 

over the hardware store and Chestnut-sided Warbler was also noted. 
 

We moved on to Singing Sands, just a few miles down the road. This reserve is rather beautiful 

with a lovely mix of habitats, from a wide sandy and rocky shoreline, to mixed cedar forest, 

and from calcareous mire to barren alvar. Not surprising then that there should be such a fine 

mixture of plants seen during the morning. We started on the boardwalk through the mire. 

White flowers at the start were Hedyotis longifolia or Bluets, and the spired Polygala seneca or 

Snakeroot. Immediately we saw our first Pitcher Plants Sarracenia purpurea. Many had their 

pitchers completely submerged and many had impressive yet strange flowers. Round-leaved 

Sundews were seen but then we found some sundews with narrow leaves. Some of these had 

infloresences with many flowers indicating that they were Drosera anglica, but some had fewer 

flowers, and certainly those we saw later on the beach which had few-flowered heads and very 

long narrow leaves, were Drosera linearis. Another tiny insect-eating plant was here, the yellow 

to orange flowered Utricularia minor (or possibly gibba) formed colonies on the openest areas of 

marl. Suddenly it was the turn of orchids, first a flowering Rose Pogonia then a group of Showy 

Ladies Slippers. It was all so exciting Win slipped one leg into the water up to her knee and got 

a welly full! There were spikes of the delicate blue flowered Lobelia kalmia, and an abundance of 

sedges including Carex glareosa, Carex flava and Carex hystericina as well as a bed of Carex 

buxbaumii growing with abundant Marsh Fern.  
 

Turkey Vultures and Ring-billed Gulls made a fine sight together in the sky and on the beach 

was a large group of Canada Geese. A Red Squirrel was found feeding in amongst some 

juniper. We walked along a trail just back of the beach and along the edge of the forest. This 

was superb. Highlights included some Tall White Bog Orchids in flower, some fabulous Showy 

Ladies Slippers, some great groups of Large Yellow Ladies Slipper and a mat of Cranberry 

Vaccinium oxycarpus in good flower. Iris versicolor made quite a splash against a pale lime green 

background of freshly-leaved Royal Fern. It was only sad that the Ramshead Ladies Slippers 

were already over and so to the Dwarf Lake Irises. Never mind though, for soon we found 

more great plants as first we spotted the white One-flowered Cancer-Root, a Saprophytic 

member of the broomrape family, then Margaret spotted some very fine specimens of Spotted 

Coralroot. We finally reached the alvar where we pottered about for a few minutes. Jack found 
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us a Northern Water Snake which being surrounded in its bush just had to allow us to see it 

properly! Then it was back along the beach, passing such delights as Common Butterwort and 

the amazing straight-lined rush stems of Juncus balticus. 
 

Jen had added baby carrots, fresh strawberries and a fine Ginger infusion to the day's 

sandwiches, wraps and melts from the Mermaid. Then it was time to head on down south. We 

stopped by the Catherine Wishart Reserve. On the way we stopped to admire two Sandhill 

Cranes. By the roadside was a marvellous display of Lakeside Daisy, Hymenoxys herbacea. 

Across the road we walked in and found ourselves in a land that alternately was forest and 

limestone pavement. The limestone pavement is a special kind of dolomite and is very hard 

and so there's little weathering on the surface and only the occasional grike. These were 

occupied by Marsh Ferns and a few Maidenhair Ferns. Back by the road we saw some very fine 

Wood Lilies, Lilium philadelphicum. 
 

Our last stop of the day was back by the Crane River. Here we found Nodding Trillium though 

it was just about over, we did find one worthy of the photographs. In the same area were 

several very fine little Jack-in-the Pulpits. A Carolina Wood Duck flew upriver and a little later 

a Belted Kingfisher did too, but in between a Beaver swam downstream. It was a fine end to a 

very good day in the field, finished off by an excellent dinner at the Mermaid. 

 

 

Day 5  June 13th South Bruce 
 

The weather looked perfect this morning, just a little haze of clouds left but these were being 

rapidly burnt off by a warm morning sun. We drove south to Dyer's Bay Road where our first 

stop proved most productive. In fact it seemed all we had to do was stand there and the birds 

came to us. As we got out of the Van a Wilson's Snipe that had been perching on a Tree 

Swallow nest box took off, moments later a superb Upland Sandpiper flew in and landed in the 

grassy field right in front of us, it would have been hard to imagine better views of this 

uncommon species. There were several pairs of Bobolinks in the surrounding fields and we had 

great views of the bizarrely plumaged males. They are jet black on their fronts and a mix of 

grey, white and gold on the back, quite the wrong way round for normal bird colouration! The 

males looked like fluffy white balls as they display-flighted away from us, quite different from 

the head-on view. Close at hand the Tree Swallows were going in and out of their box and the 

next nest box along was home to a pair of Eastern Bluebirds, the male brilliantly attired. 

Eastern Meadowlarks perched on rocks and Savannah Sparrows on the fence posts and Red-

winged Blackbirds were always close at hand. A nice surprise was a pair of Black-billed 

Cuckoos that allowed prolonged views. 
 

We moved on, driving along a side road until it stopped down in some swampy forest. Here 

we saw the first dragonflies of the day, namely White-fronted Corporals, Racket-tailed Emerald 

and Harlequin Darner our first butterflies, these including a wonderful Canada Tiger 

Swallowtail that took such a liking to some Fisher dung that it didn't mind the close attention 

of the photographers. Northern Crescents and Dreamy Duskywings were also seen. We 

disturbed several Northern Water Snakes along the edge of the swamp, getting good views of 

some, and frogs, especially Northern Leopard Frogs, were everywhere. A Merlin sped through. 

We saw Canadian Lousewort, the flowers already finished, and a single Tall Northern Green-
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orchid. Continuing back towards Highway 6 we stopped to photograph a group of Turkey 

Vultures perched roadside.  
 

Then it was on down to the Wiarton area in the South Bruce. We made a lengthy stop up a side 

road. Under the maple forest here was some rocky ground covered in a mixture of Blue Cohosh 

and Allium tricoccum, both already over, and some fine stands of Adiantum pedatum. White 

Admirals took a liking to the road and a sidetrack in several places and many more Canada 

Tiger Swallowtails were seen. An American Red Admiral sped away. Three Common Garter 

Snakes and a beautifully patterned Milk Snake were all curled up under some old tin and at the 

same time Margaret found a tiny Smooth Green Snake in a nearby bush. We saw the footprints 

of White-tailed Deer and Raccoon in muddy puddlesides. Rose-breasted Grosbeaks and an 

Eastern Phoebe were added to the bird list. 
 

It was already one so we headed smartly down to the nearby coast and fetched up in the 

carpark of a little nature reserve where ample boulders provided seats and the Mermaid 

another good set of sandwiches and cookies. Jen had done the usual fine job with some tea too! 

All around us were flowering Blue-eyed Grasses, Sisyrinchium angustifolium, whilst flying over 

nearby pools were all sorts of dragonflies including the Dot-tailed Whiteface. Then it was on 

southwards, just a mile or so, to a reserve. What a treat this was. Firstly there was a Pine 

Grosbeak singing in the trees where we parked the van and soon we saw Song Sparrows and 

Purple Finches too. We had hardly taken a few steps down the road when we noticed some 

strident pink orchids in the calcareous fen, these the lovely Grass Pink. This orchid has a most 

peculiar, even for an orchid, arrangement of parts, reminiscent of some of the Australian 

species. We walked around a boardwalk through the fen, finding more Grass Pinks as we went, 

and then some Rose Pogonias too. There were Pitcher Plants here and there, and many sedges, 

Eleocharis species and some fine Utricularia intermedia. There were also more orchids for soon 

we saw some sublime specimens of Platanthera dilitata, the White Bog Orchid, these heavy with 

scent. Then there was a single Fen Orchid, and under the forest we saw a small population of 

Showy Ladies Slippers. There were more of the same along the other boardwalk. A brief stop 

further down the road produced European Common Twayblade and the fine Lobelia stricta. 

Driving on we headed to Sauble Beach and the last stop of the day, a nondescript spot, though 

one with some interesting plants. The area we parked in had a rather rich assortment of alien 

species, and under the forest we found around a dozen Hooker's Orchid, a round-leaved 

Platanthera species with peculiar curved flowers. There was a mass of Shining Clubmoss and 

Patridgeberry, Michellia repens, the latter in both fruit and flower.  
 

Then it was time to return north, passing a White-tailed Deer on the way as we reached 

Tobermory at half six, just enough time to shower and change before another evening meal at 

the excellent Mermaid's Secret. 

 

 

Day 6  June 14th Journey to Killarney 
 

A seven o'clock breakfast this morning as by seven-fifty we needed to be in line for the 

Tobermory to South Baymouth ferry. Boarding the Chi-Chimaun was all done quickly and 

efficiently and we chugged out of harbour on the 'big canoe' on time. The weather was calm 

with a mix of sun and cloud and the lake and the many islands looked glorious. A Ring-billed 

Gull played with us on the top deck and looking further out we saw Double-crested 
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Cormorants, Red-breasted Mergansers and Common Loons. Two adult Bald Eagles sat on a 

rock by the lighthouse on Cove Island were a real highlight. Some of us caught up on checklists 

and a cup of tea in the ship’s galley until we arrived at Manitoulin's main harbour. 
 

Disembarkation was just as efficient, thankfully as a huge truck had parked itself next to us on 

the boat. Heading north out of town we soon left the small line of ferry traffic and parked up as 

we'd seen an amazing sight along the road verges. Showy Ladies Slippers were everywhere! 

There were quite literally thousands of them, a bit of quadrating and extrapolation suggested 

around four and a half thousand at this spot. They were in superb condition with many more 

to come. One clump had over thirty of the impressively gaudy blooms, another had twenty 

eight. These glamorous ladies flaunted their pink and white flowers for all they were worth, 

filling an absurd amount of memory card. A pleasing feature of this site was the abundance of 

Large Yellow Ladies Slippers, and though most were going over, there were a number still in 

fine bloom, and it was possible to get both pink and yellow slippers in one photo! There were a 

few Northern Green Bog Orchids too, and much Marsh Pea, as well as the ubiquitous selection 

of sedges. Jack saw a couple of male Cardinals. 
 

Moving up the road we continued to pass Showy Ladies Slippers, never in quite such numbers 

as the first area, but nonetheless a few hundred here and a few hundred there. I should think 

that there were in excess of ten thousand along the road itself. Our next stop was by a waterfall. 

This after enjoying a pair of Sandhill Cranes at close range. 
 

Jack and I walked out into the fields. Savannah Sparrows were obvious and there were Eastern 

Phoebes and a couple of bright male Baltimore Orioles amongst the trees. Overhead we 

frequently heard and saw Wilson's Snipe doing their display drumming, and a pair of Killdeer 

lived in the corner of the field. Two more Sandhill Cranes stalked the far edge of the field, 

eventually taking wing with great clarion calls. A real surprise was a superb Milk Snake under 

some dead wood. Iris versicolor was common and there was much Prairie Smoke, though very 

little of it kept the red colour that makes it so famous. Back by the vans two Indigo Buntings 

were a nice surprise. 
 

We moved a little north, stopping at a viewpoint which looked east towards the area we were 

going to visit in Killarney. The alfafa growing by the roadside up here attracted abundant 

skippers (mostly European) as well as a few Silvery Whites. Canada Tiger Swallowtails cruised 

back and forth and Black and White Warbler and Fox Sparrows were seen below. 

 

Then it was on to Espanol where we enjoyed a rather late buffet Chinese for lunch and thence 

two hours up past Sudbury and south towards Killarney. After settling in I popped out back 

and enjoyed an hour exploring. A highlight was a new orchid, the Purple-fringed Bog Orchid, 

still in bud, but at least the purple was starting to show. 

 

 

Day 7  June 15th Killarney – Chickanishing Trail & Cranberry Bog Trail 
 

Several of us met at seven and took a walk out back of the lodge. Yellow Warblers and 

American Goldfinches were frequent and we also saw Chimney Swifts overhead. A Red-eyed 

Vireo gave great views and we briefly saw a couple of Yellowthroats. A pair of Killdeer had 

three cute little youngsters, whilst out on the pond we saw a goodly number of Carolina Wood 
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Ducks. An impressive Snapping Turtle though was the highlight of the pre-breakfast session! 
 

We immersed ourselves in the Killarney Lodge's fine breakfast offerings, my eggs benedict was 

very good and the blueberry pancakes, well, I'll just have to try those tomorrow! A quarter of 

an hour later than planned we were off. It takes just five minutes to drive past the Provincial 

Park entrance and hardly further before we got Jen to drop us off at the access road for the 

Chickanising Trail. We spent all morning covering this short road and a couple of side tracks. 

Monarch and Canada Tiger Swallowtail posed by the bridge and hardly had we started 

walking when we found our first Moccasin Flowers. These are the most unusual of Ladies 

Slippers, their large egg shaped pouch crinkled pink, and the petals dark crimson and green – 

altogether a very refined plant – and these were two perfect specimens.  
 

Walking down the road we found them regularly, many were over, but equally a good number 

were still in tip-top condition. The pouch colour varied quite a bit, from pale pink to a rich 

cerise-pink. Rose Twisted-Stalks and Clintonia were both in fruit, however the Twinflower and 

Bunchberry was on fine form. Cow-wheat was new and there was an abundance of ferns, with 

no less than three Osmundas present, namely Royal, Cinnamon and Interrupted Ferns. Both 

Beech and Oak Ferns mixed with various clubmosses, and there was also Evergreen Wood Fern 

and Spinulose Wood Fern. The forest was mixed with White Spruce and White Pine, Mountain 

and Sugar Maples, and Red Oak. The bramble Rubus allegheniensis was abundant and in fine 

flower and proved attractive to very many skippers, these including Juvenal’s Duskywing, 

Indian Skipper and Long Dash Skipper as well as two types of Hummingbird Hawkmoth. 

White Admirals, Northern Crescents, and American Red Admirals were all seen too. However 

it was probably the dragonflies that shaded it! These were superabundant and there must have 

been twenty species or more including various bluets, skimmers, Chalk-fronted Corporal, a 

bladetail, and Aeshnas. We found quite a variety of birds too with Alder Flycatcher, Eastern 

Wood-Pewee, Red-breasted Nuthatch and Downy Woodpecker. Veery sang frequently and one 

was glimpsed and warblers included a fine male Blackburnian, a couple of Yellows, a 

Magnolia, and a Black and White Warbler. A Spruce Grouse was flushed and her tiny young 

seen briefly too. A group of fine Boletus lividus, all red, brick and orange, made a fine picture 

under a spruce. 
 

At one we left, popping over to the nearby park headquarters where we looked at the books 

and admired a Milbert's Tortoiseshell. Then it was a two minute drive down to the beach picnic 

benches on the shores of George Lake, a most picturesque spot to have lunch at. The shores of 

the lake rise as rounded pink granite bluffs variously clothed in mixed forest whilst behind rise 

the higher white quartzite ridge of the Cloche Mountains. Pretty stunning even at lunchtime! 

The lodge had as usual provided a great picnic and so we were able to enjoy the White-tailed 

Deer and its fawn that came down to the far shore to drink with some very good food. 
 

After lunch we spent the afternoon on the Cranberry Bog Trail. We actually managed the whole 

four and a half kilometre route though it did take us over two hours to do the first kilometre 

and a half. We had a good look at the various beaver ponds on the way up, the lower one had 

produced a fine harvest of the Beaver's favourite foodplants such as sedges and iris. Indeed the 

Iris versicolor here had some of the largest flowers we'd yet seen. Lysimachia terrestris was about 

to bloom, and the bladderwort, Utricularia vulgaris was in fine flower. Again dragonflies were 

everywhere with a small skimmer species abundant. The Moccasin Flower was again notable 

throughout the walk. We spent more time walking on the reindeer moss and White Pine clad 
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red granite this time, and in these habitats also grew Trailing Arbutus, Velvet-leaf Blueberry, 

Low Sweet Blueberry and Checkerberry, the latter three all in fruit. There were also a few 

plants of the distinctive Bristly Sarsparilla in this habitat. Up at the main cranberry bog pond 

we surmised as to the producer of all the fishy scat on a large rock and then a couple of 

minutes later a superb dog Otter swam past chattering loudly at us. He swam with his head out 

of the water as he went past, probably to keep an eye on us, but also possibly to allow him to 

spout invective in our general direction. Certainly once out of range he resumed a more elegant 

Otter-y sort of coursing through the water. A magical few minutes though. Just round the 

corner we found floating mats of sphagnum with abundant Rose Pogonia orchids in then. 

What a sight, but we couldn't get to them, or only if you did as I did, which was wade out in 

thigh deep water. Further around the same section I could also see Grass Pinks flowering with 

them. Growing on the edges of these mats were many Drosera intermedia, Spatulate-leaved 

Sundew, and one plant had caught not one but two dragonflies, Frosted Whitefaces we 

thought. Extraordinary to think that these tiny sundews could hold a dragonfly fast! Then it 

was back through the woods and rocky outcrops to George Lake, a longish walk but a beautiful 

one and with added highlights such as Margined Wood Ferns, and a little colony of Yellow 

Birdsnest just opening up. 
 

Then it was back to the Lodge for a rest and then dinner which featured amongst other dishes 

the Irish Colcannon, a thick leek and potato soup topped with cheese. The salad was very good 

topped with a roquefort dressing. And the Canadian Cheddar soup for starter was excellent. 

Then we all went out for a dusk/night trip. We stopped along the main road and listened to all 

the frogs, and the hollow sound of displaying Ruffed Grouse. Fireflies were already starting to 

light up the night as we watched a Muskrat in the gloaming. Two hawkmoths were seen, one a 

very large greyish species. A White-tailed Deer was seen at close range but thereafter we 

couldn't find anything – a marten or fisher had disappeared quickly. On the way back we saw 

two Red Foxes. 

 

 

Day 8  June 16th Killarney – Trails to the Crack and Granite Ridge Trail 
 

Sadly it dawned cold and wet and after breakfast the rain got a little heavier so we abandoned 

the morning to catching up on notes, sorting photos etc. We took an early picnic by the fire in 

the Carousel Lounge. The weather brightened around then and we decided to give it a go in 

very light rain at one-thirty. We drove back into the park and stopped briefly at the 

headquarters, a fortuitous stop as Geoff found a superb hawkmoth and the stunning pale green 

Lunar Moth both sheltering on a noticeboard.  
 

Then it was to the trail to The Crack. We never made it that far (we managed two rather than 

the three kms to get there) but it did take us through some lovely forest. It was a very mixed 

forest with deciduous trees more prominent than conifers. The understory was rich in ferns 

and had areas covered in Shining Clubmoss as well as marshy areas with abundant sedges and 

Bog Arum. We found some Indian Cucumber Root, Medeola virginiana in good flower and in 

one or two places Spotted Coralroot was showing through. Only two mammals were seen, a 

rodent briefly and equally briefly, a White-tailed Deer. Birds were rather subdued, the rain 

continuing very lightly, all we managed was an Ovenbird, a Veery, several Alder Flycatchers, a 

Magnolia Warbler, and, back by the van, a Yellow-bellied Sapsucker.  
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After a cup of tea we headed back down the road to the Granite Ridge Trail. The weather still 

hadn't improved much but we decided to give it a go. The walk up was pleasant as we passed a 

number of Moccasin Flowers amongst all the clubmosses, Epigaea, Gaultheria and Vacciniums. At 

the viewpoint we discussed the scene in front of us though it was a windy and cold spot today! 

In the distance we could see the Cloche Mountains, the white bedrock showing through the 

sparse covering of White Pines. Originally sediment accumulating to a depth of eleven kms, 

pressure bought to bear by intruding magma and plate drift had caused the rocks to 

metamorphosise into white quartzite and then to buckle into mountains that would have been 

higher than the Rockies. This all happened 1.5 billion years ago, half a billion years after the 

rocks formed. The intrusion formed the red granite we were standing on. We could also see the 

scrape marks from the last glaciations on the red granite. A pair of Chipping Sparrows and a 

pair of Slate-coloured Juncos were seen up here. On the way down we saw a slime mould and 

some pink Wolf's-milk slime growing on logs. And Mick spotted a most amazing group of 

Spotted Coralroots, twenty plants in total! Then it was back to the lodge and another very good 

dinner. 

 

 

Day 9  June 17th Killarney & to Algonquin 
 

We made a very early start this morning, departing the lodge at twenty to six. It was clear and 

the sun was already shining down the road at us! We explored the main road, hoping to see 

animals. A White-tailed Deer was first and then we stopped to look out over a marshy area and 

immediately found two Otters. One disappeared straightaway, however the other stayed for 

most of the group to see, logging in the shallows and keeping an eye on us before swimming 

away. A pair of Spotted Sandpipers were seen here along with a female Rose-breasted Grosbeak 

and a Yellow-bellied Sapsucker. We continued up the highway, stopping once more before 

someone quietly said 'bear'! There was one right by the roadside. As we pulled up he sauntered 

across the road behind us disappearing into the woodland. We got out to see if we could re-

find it and instead found another much closer bear about to cross the road. This one hesitated 

for a while, checking us out, before wandering positively across the road and jumping up on 

some rocks where it posed mightily for a few seconds before running off. A great encounter. 

We took a look at the nearby wetland where a distant Midland Painted Turtle sat on the same 

log as a Hooded Merganser. Another of the latter flew around and there was a family of 

Carolina Wood Ducks too. Belted Kingfisher, Downy Woodpecker, White-throated Sparrow, 

Nashville Warbler and Red-eyed Vireo were seen as well as Yellow-rumped and Chestnut-

sided Warblers. Sandhill Cranes called in the distance. 
 

We took a walk down the Bell Lake track. This took us through a great area with varied habitat. 

Belted Kingfisher was seen again as were Chestnut-sided Warbler and Ruby-throated 

Hummingbird. Abundant White and Yellow Waterlilies filled the water, spaces left had a little 

Utricularia.  
 

We stopped to help another motorist on the way back bringing him into Killarney and en route 

saw, very briefly, a Fisher, as it crossed the road. Breakfast was very good and after packing and 

saying goodbye the Killarney Lodge, we were on the road at ten to eleven. We kept an eye out 

for animals on our route and Win was rewarded with another Black Bear sighting. We went 

cross country to Killarney through a quiet back road that meant we saw little traffic other than 
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during two stretches of major road. We stopped for lunch near Golden Valley where some 

picnic benches were rather oddly place next to a garbage disposal place! Down in the latter 

were many Ravens and Turkey Vultures and a Broad-winged Hawk sailed overhead. Bog 

Arums flowered in a wet area whilst Canadian Tiger Swallowtail visited Dogbane and Atlantis 

Fritillary and Pink-edged Sulphur went for the clovers.  
 

We arrived at the jetty on Cache Lake at five-thirty and rang the lodge for a boat. No sooner 

said than done! So ten minutes later we were being shown to our rooms and then relaxed until 

dinner. Jack spotted a Beaver and I saw an American Bittern. Then it was into dinner and some 

of the Bartlett Lodge's fine food. 

 

 

Day 10 June 18th Algonquin – Mizzy Lake Trail & Spruce Bog Trail 
 

Jack went on an early morning walk round the Bartlett's Trail finding male Black-throated Blue 

Warblers amongst other things. It was difficult to chose between the blueberry pancakes laced 

with maple syrup harvested by hand from the local children's camp or the amazing looking 

eggs benedict. A buffet with lots of fruit, granola and other cereals and fine rich yoghurt too. 
 

After filling up we took a boat back to the landing, this being a relatively painless affair lasting 

less than five minutes, and then drove down the main highway east. We'd not gone far when 

two Moose drew us to a halt. This was a female and her yearling calf, a male, who was just 

starting to grow his horns. We watched him for some time and as other cars stopped they 

sauntered off into the forest. A great first encounter with Mooses! Walking back to the car we 

found some orchids on the roadside, these not yet in flower, though not far off. The single leaf 

positioned high up the stem and the small flowers showed these to be Malaxis brachypoda. The 

tiny white violet Viola lanceolata also grew in the ditch. Whilst admiring these a superb 

American Bittern flew past us, actually flying just above head level along the highway, a very 

odd sight, it was lucky that there were no trucks coming! Still there was more as Mick found a 

fine little stand of Sheep's Laurel Kalmia angustifolia by the road. Eventually we managed to get 

going again! 
 

Our next stop was Opeongo road. We walked up the road slowly, making a few little side 

excursions into forest and bog, and all the time were surrounded by fabulous habitat. We saw 

no more mammals but there was plenty of compensation in other fauna and flora. The 

butterflies were particularly good with lots of White Admirals and Canadian Swallowtails as 

well as new species including a superb fresh Great Spangled Fritillary. Nashville Warbler, 

several White-throated Sparrows, a brace of Swamp Sparrows and a Great Blue Heron 

represented bird-kind. We found much more Sheep's Laurel, though its relative Kalmia porifolia 

had finished flowering. There were lots of the sundew Drosera intermedia growing on the edge 

of watercourses in which sat lots of the Yellow Waterlily Nuphar lutea.  
 

Then it was off to the Visitor's Centre where we spent a happy hour browsing the superb 

bookshop or enjoying the exhibits. There is a great panorama of valley bog and forest to be had 

from a balcony out the back. At this time of day nothing large wandered the wilderness below 

but it was easy to imagine that it might! Nearer at hand there were American Goldfinches on a 

feeder. We took our lunch in side before going to a spot near the carpark where Ruby-throated 

Hummingbird sat atop a tree and the grapefern Botrychium lanceolatum grew in the grass.  
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Now we moved to the Spruce Bog Trail and spent the rest of the afternoon there. Almost as 

soon as we walked into the spruce bog we saw a female Black-backed Woodpecker, an 

uncommon species more linked to the boreal zones further north. We crossed the valley bog 

noting the array of Ericaceae that dominated the scene. Two blueberries, Labrador Tea, two Bog 

Laurels, Leatherleaf, Bog Rosemary and a cranberry. There was plenty of sphagnum too. A little 

further on was an altogether different type of bog, a kettle bog. This little circular hollow, 

covered in sphagnum, was quite bouncy and also home to many different plants. Pitcher Plants 

were noticeable but there were also two sedges that seemed restricted to the bog, Carex foenea 

and Carex oligosperma. Both cranberry species were also noted. Walking on round the path we 

passed some fine Oak Fern on some rocks, two Spotted Coralroot orchids and many 

dragonflies including Racket—tailed Emerald. 
 

Then it was back to the landing and thence to the lodge where during the hour before an early 

dinner (six pm) we all practised our canoeing – great fun!  

 

 

Day 11 June 19th Algonquin – Mizzy Lake Trail 
 

A very early start this morning saw the canoeing volunteers passing their cross the lake test 

and all so that staff at Bartlett Lodge could have a lie-in! I think it may have also been because 

we were all enjoying the canoes. 
 

Into the vehicle and away and nothing held us up along the main highway, no Moose today! 

Driving up through Arowhon Pines private road early in the morning was delightful especially 

through the verdant maple forest. One of the beaver-dammed inlets produced an excellent 

sighting of the animal itself. This one swam slowly and serenely around the waters close to the 

road, at one point even getting out for a brief inspection of the bankside. Beaver surveying? 

Then it was up to the old railway bed where we parked up and had a quick cup of tea before 

walking down the trail towards Wolf Howl Pond. Strangely the first sign we noticed as we 

went was indeed that of Wolf. Their tracks were all over the sandy trail and occasionally we 

found their distinctive white droppings. Apparently they'd been calling three nights 

previously. Soon Moose tracks joined the melee and White-tailed Deer too. Moose failed to 

appear but one White-tailed Deer was watched as it browsed right behind a tranquil looking 

Carolina Wood Duck. Martens had left their scats on the track and we saw a turtle nest that a 

local researcher explained had been predated by a Raccoon, the eggs taken out one by one and 

eaten then the shells put carefully to one side! The researchers are part of an ongoing project 

started over thirty years ago looking at all aspects of the biology of the two turtle species that 

frequent these ponds, namely Common Snapper and Midland Painted Turtle. Only Margaret 

saw one of the former but many of the latter including ones marked with tags and ones with 

numbers painted on their shells. We were told how breeding success for both species was likely 

to be high this year with laying dates being several days earlier than any previous start date. 

Only a pair of Red Foxes and their five young might make a dent in it!  
 

Walking down the track several fine fresh Orange Birch Boletes were seen and something akin 

to an orange-gilled Bay Bolete, the richly sulphurous gills bruising a navy blue in seconds. 

Warblers started to appear, especially Yellow-rumped Warblers, and there were sightings of 

both Golden-crowned and Ruby-crowned Kinglets. Alder Flycatchers were here and there 

whilst down by the Black-backed Woodpecker nest (we only heard them today) was a singing 
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Least Flycatcher. Common Yellowthroats, Lincoln's and Swamp Sparrows, and Red-winged 

Blackbirds frequented the wet areas. Great Blue Herons, Black Duck, a displaying Common 

Snipe and a family of Lesser Scaup were among the water birds present. No grouse were seen 

however feathers were found of both Ruffed and Spruce, the latter the tail feather of a male. A 

bunch of Boreal Chickadees was a good sighting; Red-breasted Nuthatch, Black-capped 

Chickadee and Yellow-bellied Sapsuckers, more normal. We'd carried a breakfast down with us 

and just at the end a Gray Jay (who may have flown miles to get there in time!) came to help 

out. I put my hand out with a juicy blackberry on it and in flew the Jay. Win enjoyed doing the 

same but then the bird suddenly disappeared alarm calls ringing. We never did find out what 

had upset it! Plantlife had rather played second fiddle this morning. Spikenard, Aralia racemosa, 

was found, and ferns included the delicate Cystopteris tenuior MacKay's Brittle Bladder Fern. On 

sphagnum mats were lots of Drosera intermedia and Utricularias. 
 

For lunch we moved a few kms towards the west stopping at the Oxtongue River Picnic Area. 

It was warm and sunny and a rather soporific picnic ensued. A Ruby-throated Hummingbird 

stopped on a tree top. Next we took a walk over the river and along a trail. Dryopteris 

campyloptera lined part of the trail. Though ferns and sedges were rather good there was little in 

flower to interest us so fungi became a popular diversion with several different species. Most 

notable was a slime mould and there were also lots of brackets and a waxcap too. Then we 

headed outside the park to Park Lake (!) and explored there. The mats of sphagnum here did 

indeed contain much Rose Pogonia in very good flower, however we couldn't get to them or 

the rather fine looking Sagittaria blooming with them. A Ribbon Snake, second of the day, posed 

well for the cameras and we found a mat of white Potentilla simplex, some Lysimachia terrestris or 

Bog Candles, the first flowers just opening, and a Wood Frog or two. 
 

Then it was back to Bartlett Lodge and a little recuperation before another spectacular evening 

meal. 

 

 

Day 12 June 20th Algonquin – Old Airfield & Logging Museum 
 

A more relaxed start this morning saw us enjoying a fine breakfast at eight, and then admiring 

a selection of moths on the front verandah which included two hawkmoths, the Blind Sphinx, 

with unusually shaped wings, and the long thinner Canada Sphinx of which there were 

several. A Spotted Tussock Moth drew much admiration. 
 

Then it was into the boats and then along the road. We drove up and down the main highway 

for a while trying to find Moose. In this we were partially successful in that we found a Moose, 

and indeed it was an impressive bull with good sized horns still in velvet, however it melted 

into the forest seconds after we saw it! We decided to give the Old Airfield a try. This is of 

course, a flat area, and dry flat areas in this part of Algonquin are rather uncommon. The soil 

was very sandy and covered in a few inch high sward of blueberries, fox and cubs and 

abundant lichens. We were concentrating on birds here. However little seemed to be about at 

first except for those pedlars of melancholy, the White-throated Sparrows. Patient searching 

over the next ninety minutes yielded some nice species, none less common than the Field 

Sparrow. Song and Lincoln's Sparrows were seen and several Gray Catbirds came out and 

sang. A fine male Rose-breasted Grosbeak was appreciated and there were good close views of 

Blue Jays. Warblers can be very diverse here though we never got close to the fifteen species 
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recorded by the park naturalists on their visit, albeit at dawn, a few days previously. Still, there 

were good numbers of Chestnut-sided and Yellow Warblers, a few Magnolia Warblers, Ruby-

crowned Kinglets and Red-breasted Nuthatches. Common Ringlets were frequent and we saw 

one or two Clouded Sulphurs, however best butterfly certainly went to the fine fresh Atlantis 

Fritillary. 
 

Next we called into the East Beach area, stopping by the boat landing. Information had 

suggested that Round-leaved Orchid was here and so it was and Oh-so-close to flowering, but 

not quite! There were some very nice mixed clubmosses here, especially the mini-forests of 

Northern Ground Cedar and Ground Pine. A great little flock of warblers contained Black and 

White, Yellow-rumped and Blackburnian as well as a lovely pair of Northern Parulas. White 

Admirals came down onto the sandy shore. 
 

We made the short journey to the Visitor's Centre for lunch, taking our picnic inside. Purple 

Finches and American Goldfinches visited the feeder. Then it was on to the Logging Museum 

which we walked round in reverse. There were many exhibits along the trail showing the 

history of forestry in Algonquin, for this immense now seemingly pristine wilderness was, a 

hundred years ago, the centre of a massive logging operation. It was very interesting to see the 

old trucks, winches and sleds, as well as to read a little of the rather harsh lives of the 

logcampers. Twinflower was in particularly fine form throughout the forest here and as we 

came down to the stream, the Odonata became rather special. Along the watercourse were 

many of both River and Banded Jewelwings. The lovely and distinctive Violet Dancer also 

perched in the herbage. On rocks posed a Gomphus exilis, the Lancet Cubtail, and hanging from 

dead branches was an impressive Cordulegastor diastatops, the Delta-spotted Spiketail. Along the 

path was a Baskettail and around the shores of the lake were abundant Chalk-fronted 

Corporals. Jack saw a female Hooded Merganser out on the lake and I had a surprise encounter 

with an American Mink. This was really quite something. As I photographed the jewelwings I 

suddenly noticed a dark shape scurrying across the track by the water. A Mink! I gave chase 

and the Mink ran up the bank into the forest and dropped a fish. The Mink rather reluctantly 

moved off whilst the fish flapped in its new mossy home. I moved off (cruel on the fish I 

know!) and watched from a few yards away and sure enough the Mink returned and picked up 

the fish. Now my hastily planned attempt to photograph it went rather wrong as first the 

pickup point was slightly hidden then having changed to my longer lens the Mink proceeded 

to walk straight towards me and ended up less than minimum focusing distance away (so less 

than five feet!) and then stopped and looked at me, fish in mouth. I gave up the photography at 

this point and just watched as it sauntered off. Magical!  
 

We returned to base at half four and had an hour and a half before tackling another superb 

evening meal. This done we readied ourselves for the evening trip. Jack spotted a male Ruffed 

Grouse just by his cabin. By ten past eight we were again on the road, though we'd only gone a 

couple of hundred metres when we were stopped by a single rather haggard-looking female 

Moose. A few minutes with this one and then we were onwards, only for two young male 

Moose to stop us! We turned off onto Arowhon Pines road and soon came to a stop again, this 

time though it was Black Bear, a rarely seen beast in spring in Algonquin. After such a great 

start it was inevitable that the rest of the walk along the Mizzy Trail rather paled in 

comparison. However the scene was beautiful as the light faded and no less than four Beavers 

gave us good views. The frog chorus was quite wonderful too. Walking back in the dark we 
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found only a couple of Snowshoe Hares, one a small baby, American Toad, Mink Frog, and two 

lichen-made birdsnests. 
 

At about a quarter to one, those of us that were awake were treated to a minute long Wolf howl 

– quite wonderful! 

 

 

Day 13 June 21st Algonquin - Beaver's Pond Trail, then to Lanark 
 

A Pileated Woodpecker was busy around the tents this morning and gave great views. The 

Ruffed Grouse was again around Spring Ice cabin and a Parula Warbler was seen when I 

paddled over to the lake corner to take photographs of the Rose Pogonias there. 
 

A leisurely breakfast was much enjoyed – Bartlett Lodge had made us all rather stouter than 

when we arrived! We said our farewells at nine-thirty and Jim took us across the lake with our 

luggage. We were only slightly delayed when we realised that we'd not got the packed lunch, 

so we had to wait for Jim to do a second run. There was of course every chance that we'd see a 

Moose along Highway 60 and so it proved. It turned out to be the most confiding of animals. A 

female, it already had one admirer who had actually taken a chair out from her car and had it 

placed in the marsh taking photographs of the Moose from just ten metres distance, not that we 

were much farther away. This animal gave us a great show and lots of pictures were taken as 

sedges dripped from her lips! She seemed unconcerned by an increasing crowd of admirers. 

The police arrived and removed the lady in the chair!  
 

We made another stop by Lookout trail in the hope of Fen Orchids. These were not 

forthcoming though we did find the little green Malaxis uniflora though this was still in bud. 

Lots of sedges and sundews occupied the ditches and there were plenty of dragonflies 

including a large Cordulegastor.  
 

After a brief stop at the Visitor's centre we spent the rest of the morning at the Beaver Pond 

Trail. This is an excellent train through varied habitat and gives you the whole gamut of Beaver 

dams, meadows and ponds. Margaret even saw one even though it was the middle of a warm 

sunny day. We found some magnificent groups of Spotted Coralroot, these the pale form 

without any red colouration. In the ponds we saw three species of bladderwort amongst all the 

White Water Lily and Yellow Water lily. These were the widespread Utricularia vulgaris, the flat-

flowered Utricularia intermedia, and the bright pink Utricularia purpurea. There were lots of 

dragonflies about.  
 

Then it was time to go on to Lanark, leaving the wonderful wilderness of Algonquin behind. 

This was however compensated by the rather nice countryside we drive through for two and a 

half hours to get to Lanark. One could have stopped anywhere however we wanted to arrive at 

the New Life Retreat in good time. This done we settled into our rooms and then had a walk 

around. We had a good walk in the fields. House Wren, Yellow Warbler and Gray Catbird were 

seen around the buildings and as we walked out into a field full of Asclepias syriaca, a 

milkweed, and the foodplant of the Monarch butterfly, we saw an American Kestrel and several 

of the Monarchs themselves. An Eastern Phoebe or two, Alder Flycatcher and a Great Crested 

Flycatcher suggested flying insects were common though mosquito and blackfly numbers 

remained quite low as they had almost throughout the holiday. A Ruby-throated 
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Hummingbird buzzed a Red Admiral, both interested in something oozing from the sapsucker 

holes high on an aspen. A superb male Northern Harrier drifted over. Under the trees I came 

across a few Northern Green Bog Orchids whilst out amidst the retreat’s very flowery 

grasslands we saw, among all sorts of European 'weeds', a few good native species including 

many sedges, the Foxglove Penstemon, Penstemon digitalis, and some small Black-eyed Susans.  
 

Dinner was an excellent meal of butternut squash soup, various pasta dishes and a very tasty 

salad, and a concoction involving strawberries, various nuts, vanilla and honey, and coconut, 

for dessert. After dinner I went out on a short nightwalk. There were abundant moths about 

and just the one animal, though this was a Porcupine which I was able to watch at quite close 

range for some time! 

 

 

Day 14 June 22nd Purdon Fen and departure 
 

We awoke early, indeed Jack had been out since not long after dawn and had seen a variety of 

birds including Bobolink and a possible Le Conte's Sparrow. After some tea we left at seven 

and drove the short distance to Purdon Fen passing a White-tailed Deer which cleared a quite 

high fence as we went past. 
 

We spent an hour and forty minutes walking round the short trail. The Showy Ladies Slippers, 

the main reason for the importance of this reserve were going over, perhaps just a few hundred 

of the many thousands of blooms were in good condition, normally at this site we see an 

amazing show. Still, we'd seen them unexpectedly early in the Bruce and Manitoulin in such 

perfection it hardly mattered to us, shame about the very disappointed man from Toronto 

though. Now if only he'd been looking at sedges (see the systematic list for the exceptionally 

long list of sedges!) and ferns. The latter were spectacularly varied with Thelypteris palustris, 

Thelypteris hexagonoptera and Thelypteris noveboracensis. There were beds of beautiful Cystopteris 

bulbifera, groups of Goldie's Wood Fern, Virginia Rock Polypody and a Woodsia on the rocks 

and Dryopteris expansa in the mossy understory. The same mossy understory of the White 

Cedar held other fascinating plants, notably various 'green' orchids. Most common was the 

Northern Green Orchid which here occurred in an elegant sparse flowered form. There was 

also just one rather lovely plant of Round-leaved Orchid in flower, and we found a couple of 

small groups of the marvellous little White Adder's-Mouth, an orchid with improbably small, 

yet very complex looking flowers. Wintergreens were common, especially Pyrola americana, 

some Pyrola asarifolia, and both Orthilia secunda in bud and a little Pyrola chlorantha in flower. 

Lysimachia thyrsiflora was good to see and amongst mosses were lots of Tiarella, some Creeping 

Snowberry, and Mitreworts, all past flowering. A surprise was several Northern Pearly-eyes, a 

prettily marked satyrid butterfly. Birds were somewhat scarce but did include Black and White 

Warblers and Eastern Phoebe. 
 

Then it was back to New Life Retreat and a very hearty breakfast. We packed up and left by 

quarter to eleven and got to the airport at Ottawa spot on twelve o'clock. This flight proceeded 

as scheduled and so we split up in Toronto, some staying on in Ontario and others of us 

returning to the UK. 
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Systematic List Number 1 Mammals 

 
Eastern Cottontail   Sylvilagus floridanus noted on both days in the Killarney area 

Snowshoe Hare   Lepus americanus several sightings on the Bruce and Algonquin 

Cape Hare   Lepus capensis  1 on the Bruce and 1 en route to Lanark 

Eastern Chipmunk   Tamias striatus  fairly common throughout 

Woodchuck    Marmota momax  scattered in the more agricultural areas 

Gray Squirrel    Sciurus carolinensis Cambridge area and also 1 en route to  

Algonquin 

Red Squirrel    Tamiasciurus hudsonicus fairly common and vocal in a variety of  

woodlands 

Beaver     Castor canadensis sightings in most areas – at least 10 animals seen  

on 6 days 

Muskrat   Ondatra zibethicus 1 Killarney and 3 Algonquin 

Porcupine   Erithizon dorsatum 1 on a nightwalk at Lanark (IG only) 

Red Fox    Vulpes vulpes  just 4 sightings in the Algonquin 

Black Bear    Ursus americanus 3 seen in Killarney Park and 1 Algonquin, some  

very high quality sightings too! 

Raccoon    Procyon lotor  1 on a nightwalk in Killarney (IG only) 

Fisher     Martes pennanti  1 briefly at Killarney 

Mink    Mustela vison  superb close-up off one eating a fish by the  

loggers museum, Algonquin (IG only) 

River Otter   Lutra canadensis  sightings at Killarney and Algonquin, a total of 5  

animals on 4 days 

White-tailed Deer   Odocoileus virginianus reasonably frequent throughout. Seen on 8 days 

Moose     Alces alces  a total of 7 sightings in Algonquin Park   

 

 

Sign, roadkills, spoor or other evidence was seen of the following species  
 

Northern Flying Squirrel 

Woodland Jumping Mouse 

Gray Wolf 

Marten 

Striped Skunk  
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Systematic List Number 2 Flora 
 

 

Ophioglossaceae    
Botrychium matricariifolium Daisy-leaved Grape-fern 1 found in the Algonquin  

Botrychium virginianum  Rattlesnake Fern  scattered throughout  
    

Osmundaceae    
Osmunda cinnamomea   Cinnamon Fern   var. cinnamomea. Widespread except The  

Bruce  

Osmunda claytoniana   Interrupted Fern  common in Killarney  

Osmunda regalis   Royal Fern   var. spectabilis. Widespread  
    

Adiantaceae    
Adiantum pedatum  American Maidenhair-fern Summer Avenue, The Bruce  

Cryptogramma stelleri  Fragile Rock-brake  Flowerpot Island  
    

Polypodiaceae    
Polypodium virginianum  Rock Polypody   widespread  
    

Dennstaedtiaceae    
Pteridium aquilinum   Western Bracken  var. latiusculum. Widespread  
    

Thelypteridaceae    
Phegopteris connectilis   Beech-fern   widespread except the Bruce  

Thelypteris hexagonoptera Broad Beech-fern  Purdon Fen 

Thelypteris noveboracensis New York Fern   Purdon Fen & Flowerpot Island 

Thelypteris palustris   Eastern Marsh-fern  var. pubescens. Scattered  

Thelypteris phegopteris  Northern Beech-fern  aka Phegopteris connectilis. frequent in  

Algonquin 

 

Aspleniaceae    
Asplenium ruta-muraria  Wall-rue   var. cryptolepis. Flowerpot Island  

Asplenium trichomanes   Maidenhair Spleenwort  scattered in the Bruce  

Asplenium trichomanes-ramosum Green Spleenwort  Flowerpot Island 
    

Woodsiaceae    
Athyrium filix-femina  Lady-fern   Killarney 

Cystopteris bulbifera  Bulbiferous Bladder-fern locally frequent in the Bruce, also at  

Beverley Swamp  & Purdon Fen 

Cystopteris fragilis  Brittle Bladder-fern  Flowerpot Island & Manitoulin  

Cystopteris tenuis      often included as var mackayi in  

Cystopteris fragilis. Algonquin 

Gymnocarpium dryopteris Oak-fern   widespread  

Matteuccia struthiopteris  Ostrich Fern   locally abundant  

Onoclea sensibilis  Sensitive Fern   widespread  
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Dryopteridaceae    
Dryopteris carthusiana  Narrow Buckler-fern  The Bruce, rather scarce  

Dryopteris clintoniana  Clinton's Wood-fern  Flowerpot Island and the Bruce  

Dryopteris cristata  Crested Buckler-fern  boggy areas throughout 

Dryopteris expansa  Northern Wood-fern  scattered 

Dryopteris filix-mas  Male-fern   The Bruce  

Dryopteris goldiana  Goldie’s Wood-fern  Purdon Fen 

Dryopteris intermedia  Intermediate Wood-fern frequent throughout  

Dryopteris marginalis  Evergreen Wood-fern  widely scattered 

Dryopteris x boothi      hybrid between cristata and intermedia  

that is frequent in the Algonquin  

Polystichum braunii  Braun’s Holly-fern  Killarney 

Polystichum lonchitis  Holly-fern   Flowerpot Island and in the Bruce 

 

Blechnaceae    
Woodwardia virginica  Virginia Chain-fern  Beverley Swamp 
    

Equisetaceae    
Equisetum arvense  Field Horsetail   scattered throughout 

Equisetum fluviatile  Water Horsetail   scattered throughout  

Equisetum pratense  Shady Horsetail   Crane River 

Equisetum scirpoides  Dwarf Scouring-rush  Purdon Fen  

Equisetum sylvaticum  Wood Horsetail   widespread  

Equisetum variegatum  Variegated Horsetail  var. acrostichoides. Singing Sands  
    

Lycopodiaceae    
Diphasiastrum digitatum  Fan Clubmoss   Purdon Fen  

Huperzia lucidula  Shining Clubmoss  The Bruce and common in Algonquin 

Lycopodium annotinum  Interrupted Clubmoss  Algonquin  

Lycopodium clavatum  Stag's-horn Clubmoss  throughout  

Lycopodium lagopus  Arctic Stag's-horn Clubmoss Opeongo Road, Algonquin 

Lycopodium obscurum  Spiral Ground-pine  Algonquin where common  
    

Pinaceae    
Abies balsamea var. balsamea Balsam Fir   scattered throughout  

Larix laricina   Tamarack   scattered   

Picea glauca   White Spruce   Purdon Fen 

Picea mariana var. mariana Black Spruce   locally common Algonquin  

Pinus banksiana   Jack Pine   The Bruce and Killarney, local 

Pinus strobus   Weymouth Pine  Killarney 
 

Cupressaceae    
Juniperus communis  Fairy-circles   var. depressa. The Bruce and Manitoulin  

Juniperus horizontalis  Creeping Juniper  Bruce alvars 

Juniperus virginiana   Eastern Red-cedar  var. virginiana. The Bruce  

Thuja occidentalis  Arbor-vitae   locally common throughout 
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Taxaceae    
Taxus canadensis   Canada Yew   Flowerpot Island  
    

Typhaceae    
Typha angustifolia  Lesser Reedmace  scattered  

Typha latifolia   Reedmace   widespread  
       

Juncaginaceae    
Triglochin maritima  Sea Arrow-grass  The Bruce  
    

Alismataceae    
Alisma sp.   a Water-plantain  Beverley Swamp and the Bruce  

Sagittaria sp   an Arrowhead   Peck Lake, Algonquin  
    

Hydrocharitaceae    
Vallisneria americana  Water Celery   Algonquin  
    

Cyperaceae    
Carex albicans   Whitetinge Sedge  Beverley Swamp & The Bruce 

Carex alopecoidea  Foxtail Sedge   New Life Retreat  

Carex aquatilis var. aquatilis Water Sedge   scattered throughout 

Carex aurea   Golden Sedge   The Bruce 

Carex buxbaumii   Buxbaum's Sedge  various places in the Bruce & Killarney  

Carex canescens ssp. canescens Silvery Sedge   Beverley Swamp 

Carex capillaris   Hair Sedge   The Bruce 

Carex crinita var. crinita  Fringed Sedge   Algonquin 

Carex crus-corvi   Raven's-foot Sedge  Beverly Swamp 

Carex debilis var rudgei  White-edge Sedge  widespread 

Carex diandra   Lesser Tussock Sedge  Beverley Swamp  & The Bruce 

Carex digitalis   Slender Wood Sedge  The Bruce 

Carex eburnea   Bristle-leaf Sedge  The Bruce – dry alvars 

Carex echinata   Star Sedge   Manitoulin 

Carex flacca   Carnation Sedge  Scattered  

Carex flava   Large Yellow-sedge  scattered, locally common, especially in  

the Bruce 

Carex foenea   Straw Sedge   Algonquin 

Carex glareosa   Lesser Saltmarsh-sedge  Singing Sands 

Carex hystericina  Porcupine Sedge  The Bruce 

Carex intumescens  Greater Bladder-sedge  widespread Killarney & Algonquin 

Carex laevivaginata  Smoothsheath Sedge  Beverley Swamp 

Carex leptalea   Bristle-stalked Sedge  Singing Sands, The Bruce 

Carex limosa   Bog Sedge   The Bruce 

Carex lupuliformis  Hop-like Sedge   Beverley Swamp 

Carex lurida   Sallow Sedge   Beverley Swamp & Algonquin 

Carex oligosperma  Few-seed Sedge  Algonquin 

Carex pallescens   Pale Sedge   scattered throughout  

Carex pauciflora   Few-flowered Sedge  Spruce Bog, Algonquin 

Carex pellita   Woolly Sedge   Beverley Swamp & The Bruce 

Carex pensylvanica  Pensylvania Sedge  throughout 
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Carex pseudocyperus  Cyperus Sedge   Beverley Swamp 

Carex retrorsa   Backwards Sedge  The Bruce 

Carex rosea   Rosy Sedge   throughout  

Carex scirpoidea ssp. scirpoidea Northern Single-spike-sedge The Bruce - alvars 

Carex stipitata   Common Fox Sedge  Beverley Swamp & New Life Retreat 

Carex tenera   Quill Sedge   The Bruce 

Carex trichocarpa  Hairy-fruited Sedge  Killarney 

Carex trisperma   Three-seeded Bog Sedge frequent in the Algonquin 

Carex utriculata   Northwest-territory Sedge throughout 

Carex viridula   Common Yellow Sedge  scattered 

Carex vulpinoidea  Fox Sedge   Beverley Swamp 

Eleocharis ovata   Blunt Spike-rush  Algonquin 

Eleocharis tenuis       Purdon Fen 

Eriophorum vaginatum   Tussock Cotton-grass  var. spissum. Algonquin  

Eriophorum viridicarinatum Thin-leaved Cotton-grass Beverley Swamp 
    

Araceae    
Arisaema triphyllum   Jack-in-the-pulpit  ssp.triphyllum. The Bruce & Algonquin  

Calla palustris   Bog Arum   scattered, frequent in the Algonquin 
    

Lemnaceae    
Lemna minor   Lesser Duckweed  scattered 
       

Juncaceae    
Juncus balticus   Baltic Rush   Singing Sands  

Juncus inflexus   Hard Rush   The Bruce  

Luzula multiflora  Heath Woodrush  The Bruce  
    

Liliaceae    
Allium schoenoprasum   Chives     var. schoenoprasum. The Bruce 

Allium tricoccum      in seed in the Bruce 

Clintonia borealis  Bluebead Lily   widespread – in flower in the Algonquin 

Erythronium americanum  Yellow Trout-lily  ssp. americanum. Flowerpot Island – in  

seed this year! 

Hemerocallis fulva  Orange Day-lily  in flower in the Lanark area 

Lilium philadelphicum  a Lily    The Bruce where common   

Maianthemum canadense  Canada Mayflower  widespread  

Medeola virginiana  Indian Cucumber-root  Killarney 

Polygonatum pubescens  Hairy Solomon's-seal  scattered throughout 

Smilacina racemosa ssp. racemosa  False Spikenard   scattered throughout  

Smilacina stellata  Star-flowered Lily-of-the-valley common in the Bruce   

Smilacina trifolia   Three-leaved Lily-of-the-valley widely scattered – not in flower this year 

Streptopus lanceolatus   Rose Mandarin   var. lanceolatus. Killarney and Algonquin  

– in flower this year 

Tofieldia glutinosa      The Bruce  

Trillium cernuum  Whippoorwill-flower  Crane River, the Bruce, where just still in  

flower  

Trillium erectum   Stinking-Benjamin  widely scattered, locally common  

Trillium grandiflorum  Large-flowered Wake-robin common in the Bruce and Killarney   

Trillium undulatum  Painted Wake-robin  scattered in Algonquin – in seed 
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Zigadenus elegans ssp. elegans Alkali-grass   The Bruce. Not in flower 
    

Iridaceae    
Iris lacustris   Dwarf Lake-iris   Bruce Alvar NR; Singing Sands –  

finished this year  

Iris versicolor   Purple Iris   widespread 

Sisyrinchium angustifolium  Pointed Blue-eyed-grass widespread in the Bruce  

Sisyrinchium montanum  American Blue-eyed-grass Algonquin  
    

Orchidaceae    
Calopogon tuberosus   Common Grass-pink  var. tuberosus. Petrel Point, the Bruce and  

also in Killarney  

Calypso bulbosa var. americana Calypso   Flowerpot Island where just over this  

year  

Corallorhiza maculata   Spotted Coralroot  scattered throughout 

Corallorhiza striata var. striata Striped Coralroot  common in the Bruce  

Corallorhiza trifida  Coralroot   Flowerpot Island 

Cypripedium acaule  Moccasin-flower  locally very common in Killarney, also  

frequent in the Algonquin, in superb 

flower in the former, mostly over in the 

latter 

Cypripedium arietinum  Ram's-head Lady's-slipper Singing Sands, over this year 

Cypripedium parviflorum  Small Yellow Lady's-slipper var. makasin. Beverley Swamp and the  

Bruce   

Cypripedium parviflorum  Greater Yellow Lady's-slipper  var. pubescens. Very common in the  

Bruce, also noted Manitoulin Island  

Cypripedium reginae  Showy Lady's-slipper  A few at Beverley Swamp in flower, and  

in abundant and magnificent flower on 

Manitoulin Island and at Purdon Fen  

Epipactis helleborine  Broad-leaved Helleborine throughout, not (quite) in flower  

Goodyera oblongifolia  Western Rattlesnake-plantain leaves and buds noted in the Bruce 

Goodyera tesselata  Chequered Rattlesnake-plantain  Flowerpot Island - leaves 

Liparia loeselii   Fen Orchid   Beverly Swamp  and 1 in the Bruce 

Listera cordata var. cordata Lesser Twayblade  Flowerpot Island 

Listera convallarioides  Broad-lipped Twaybalde Flowerpot Island 

Malaxis brachypoda  White Adder's-Mouth  Purdon Fen 

Piperia unalascensis  Alaskan Orchid   Flowerpot Island – in bud 

Platanthera purpurea  Purple-fringed Bog Orchid in bud at Killarney 

Platanthera obtusata  One-leaf Rein Orchid  Flowerpot Island 

Platanthera hyperborea   Tall Northern Green-orchid scattered throughout  

Platanthera dilatata var. dilatata Scent-bottle   Flowerpot Island, Bruce & Purdon Fen 

Platanthera hookeri  Hooker's Orchid  Sauble Beach  

Platanthera orbiculata  Lesser Round-leaved Orchid In leaf on Flowerpot Island, in bud in the  

Algonquin and in flower at Purdon Fen  

Pogonia ophioglossoides  Rose Pogonia   scattered throughout – beautiful!  

    

Juglandaceae    
Juglans nigra   Eastern Black Walnut  Beverley Swamp   
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Myricaceae    
Comptonia peregrina  Sweet Fern   common Algonquin 

Myrica gale   Bog Myrtle   widespread  

    

Salicaceae    
Populus balsamifera   Eastern Balsam-poplar  ssp. balsamifera. The Bruce   

Populus tremuloides  Quaking Aspen   widespread  

Salix purpurea   Purple Osier   The Bruce  

    

Betulaceae    
Alnus incana var. americana Speckled Alder   widespread  

Alnus incana ssp. rugosa  Speckled Alder   Algonquin  

Alnus glutinosa   Black Alder   The Bruce  

Betula alleghaniensis   Yellow Birch   var. alleghaniensis. Scattered throughout  

Betula papyrifera   Paper-birch   widespread  

Carpinus caroliniana   American Hornbeam  ssp. virginiana. Beverley Swamp  

Corylus americana  American Hazel  The Bruce & Killarney 

Corylus colurna       Cambridge area - planted 

Corylus cornuta var. cornuta Beaked Hazel   Algonquin  

    

Fagaceae    
Fagus grandifolia  American Beech  The Bruce and frequent, Algonquin  

Quercus macrocarpa  Bur Oak   The Bruce 

Quercus rubra var. rubra  Northern Red-oak  widespread 
    

Ulmaceae    
Ulmus americana  American Elm   widely scattered 

Ulmus rubra   Slippery Elm   Beverley Swamp and the Bruce 
    

Urticaceae    
Urtica dioica ssp. gracilis  California Nettle  Purdon Fen 

 

Santalaceae    
Comandra umbellata   Bastard-toadflax  ssp. umbellata. Common in the Bruce  
    

Polygonaceae    
Polygonum sagitattum  Tear-thumb   Manitoulin 

Rumex acetosella   Sheep's Sorrel   scattered  

Rumex crispus ssp. crispus Curled Dock   Cambridge area 
    

Chenopodiaceae    
Chenopodium album  Fat Hen    The Bruce 
    

Caryophyllaceae    
Arenaria serpyllifolia  Thyme-leaved Sandwort road verges, The Bruce  

Cerastium arvense  Field Mouse-ear  The Bruce - alvars 

Cerastium fontanum ssp. vulgare Common Mouse-ear  widespread  
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Cerastium semidecandrum Little Mouse-ear  roadsides 

Cerastium tomentosum  Snow-in-summer  Tobermory 

Silene vulgaris   Bladder Campion  scattered throughout  

Stellaria graminea  Lesser Stitchwort  scattered  
    

Cabombaceae    
Brasenia schreberi  Water-shield   common in water in Killarney &  

Algonquin 
    

Nymphaeaceae    
Nuphar lutea ssp. variegata Bullhead-lily   widespread  

Nymphaea odorata ssp. odorata Fragrant Water-lily  common except the Bruce  
    

Ranunculaceae    
Actaea pachypoda  Doll's-eyes   scattered. In fruit. Syn. Actaea alba 

Actaea rubra ssp. rubra  Red Baneberry   Beverley Swamp and Flowerpot Island  

Anemone canadensis  Canadian Anemone  widely scattered, not common 

Anemone quinquefolia  Wood Anemone  Purdon Fen  

Anemone virginiana   Tall Thimbleweed  var. virginiana. The Bruce and  

Manitoulin Island  

Aquilegia canadensis  Meeting-houses   Common in the Bruce and Lanark area  

Aquilegia vulgaris  Columbine   Summer Avenue, The Bruce  

Caltha palustris var. palustris Marsh-marigold  common in the Bruce & Killarney. In  

seed  

Clematis virginiana  Devil's-darning-needles  Not in flower. Algonquin 

Coptis trifolia   Three-leaved Goldthread scattered throughout in wet mossy  

forest. Syn. Coptis groenlandica. Not in 

flower 

Ranunculus abortivus  Kidney-leaved Buttercup Flowerpot Island 

Ranunculus acris var. acris Meadow Buttercup  widespread on roadsides etc  

Ranunculus repens  Creeping Buttercup  scarce 

Ranunculus sarduous   Hairy Buttercup  Killarney, roadsides 

Thalictrum pubescens   King-of-the-meadow  widespread 
    

Berberidaceae    
Caulophyllum thalictroides Blue-cohosh   The Bruce & Killarney. In fruit 
    

Papaveraceae    
Chelidonium majus var. majus Greater Celandine  Cambridge 

Sanguinaria canadensis  Bloodroot   Beverly Swamp. In fruit  
    

Brassicaceae    
Alliaria petiolata   Garlic-mustard   scattered, not boreal forest  

Arabis canadensis  Sicklepod   Tobermory 

Arabis hirsuta var. pycnocarpa  Cream-flowered Rock-cress Flowerpot Island  

Arabis lyrata   Lyrate Rock-cress  scattered on the Bruce alvars 

Brassica nigra       The Bruce 

Capsella bursa-pastoris  Shepherd's-purse  scattered 

Cardamine diphylla  Crinkleroot   The Bruce, finished flowering 
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Cardamine pratensis  Pennsylvania Bitter-cress The Bruce  

Erucastrum gallicum  Hairy Rocket   Singing Sands  

Erysimum cheiranthoides  Treacle-mustard  scattered in the Bruce 

Erysimum hieraciifolium  Hawkweed-leaved Treacle-mustard  The Bruce  

Hesperis matronalis  Dame's-violet   scattered throughout on roadsides 

Lepidium campestre  Field Pepperwort  ruderal habitats 

Raphanus raphanistrum   Wild Radish   ssp. raphanistrum. Huntsville  

Rorippa palustris var. fernaldii     Manitoulin  

Thlaspi arvense   Field Penny-cress  roadsides 
    

Sarraceniaceae    
Sarracenia purpurea ssp. purpurea Pitcherplant   locally frequent in bogs in the Bruce,  

Algonquin and Lanark areas  
    

Droseraceae    
Drosera anglica   English Sundew  Singing Sands 

Drosera intermedia  Oblong-leaved Sundew  Killarney and frequent in the Algonquin 

Drosera linearis   Slender-leaved Sundew  coastal areas of the Bruce 

Drosera rotundifolia   Round-leaved Sundew  var. rotundifolia. Scattered throughout in  

bogs  
    

Crassulaceae    
Sedum acre   Biting Stonecrop  Flowerpot Island  

Sedum telephium   Orpine    The Bruce 
    

Parnassiaceae    
Parnassia glauca   Fen Grass-of-Parnassus  Manitoulin – leaves only this year 
    

Saxifragaceae    
Mitella diphylla   Two-leaved Mitrewort  Flowerpot Island  

Mitella nuda   Naked Mitrewort  Flowerpot Island 

Saxifraga virginiensis   Early Saxifrage   var. virginiensis. Alvars in the Bruce. Not  

in flower this year 

Tiarella cordifolia var. cordifolia Foamflower   scattered throughout in mossy woods,  

all finished flowering 
    

Grossulariaceae    
Ribes cynosbati   Eastern Prickly-gooseberry Beverly Swamp 

Ribes lacustre   Prickly Currant   Purdon Fen  
    

Rosaceae    
Amelanchier arborea  Downy Serviceberry  The Bruce  

Amelanchier laevis  Smooth Serviceberry  The Bruce 

Amelanchier spicata  Dwarf Serviceberry  Killarney 

Aronia melanocarpa  Black Chokeberry  Beverley Swamp  

Crataegus crus-galli  Cockspur-thorn   Manitoulin Island 

Crataegus dilitata  Broadleaf Hawthorn  Beverley Swamp 

Fragaria vesca ssp. americana Woodland Strawberry  scattered 

Geum aleppicum   Yellow Avens   Killarney 
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Geum rivale   Water Avens   Killarney & Algonquin  

Geum triflorum ssp. triflorum Prairie-smoke   Manitoulin Island – in seed  

Physocarpus opulifolius   Ninebark   var. opulifolius. Beverley Swamp & the  

Bruce  

Potentilla anserina  Silverweed   roadsides etc 

Potentilla argentea var. argentea Hoary Cinquefoil  widespread on drier roadsides  

Potentilla arguta   Tall Cinquefoil   between Killarney and Algonquin 

Potentilla fruticosa ssp. floribunda Shrubby Cinquefoil  Lanark area 

Potentilla intermedia  Downy Cinquefoil  between Killarney and Algonquin 

Potentilla norvegica   Ternate-leaved Cinquefoil Sauble Beach 

Potentilla palustris  Marsh Cinquefoil  scattered in very wet habitats 

Potentilla recta    Sulphur Cinquefoil  roadsides throughout 

Potentilla reptans  Creeping Cinquefoil  The Bruce 

Potentilla simplex  Common Cinquefoil  The Algonquin 

Prunus pensylvanica   Pin Cherry   var. pensylvanica. widespread  

Prunus pumila   American Dwarf-cherry  Crane River & Singing Sands  

Prunus serotina var. serotina Rum Cherry   scattered 

Prunus virginiana var. virginiana Choke Cherry   widespread  

Rosa acicularis ssp. sayi   Prickly Rose   Bruce Alvar & Flowerpot Island 

Rosa blanda   Smooth Rose   The Bruce  

Rubus allegheniensis   Highbush Blackberry  var. allegheniensis. Algonquin where  

scarce 

Rubus idaeus ssp. strigosus Grey-leaved Raspberry  Killarney  

Rubus odoratus var. odoratus Purple-flowered Raspberry Purdon Fen 

Sanguisorba minor ssp. balearica  Small Burnet   the Bruce 

Sorbus americana  American Mountain-ash scattered 
    

Fabaceae    
Lathyrus latifolius  Broad-leaved Everlasting-pea The Bruce – not in flower 

Lathyrus palustris  Marsh Pea   The Bruce 

Lotus corniculatus  Bird's-foot-trefoil  on roadsides etc  

Medicago lupulina  Black Medick   widespread on roadsides etc 

Medicago sativa   Lucerne   Manitoulin  

Melilotus alba   White Melilot   The Bruce 

Melilotus officinalis  Ribbed Melilot   Lanark  

Robinia pseudacacia  False-acacia   occasional 

Securigera varia   Crown Vetch   Cambridge 

Trifolium aureum  Yellow Hop Trefoil  Algonquin 

Trifolium dubium  Lesser Yellow Trefoil  scattered 

Trifolium hybridum  Alsike Clover   roadsides 

Trifolium pratense  Red Clover   roadsides etc 

Trifolium repens   White Clover   roadsides etc  

Vicia cracca   Tufted Vetch   widespread on roadsides etc  
 

Elaeagnaceae    
Shepherdia canadensis  Buffalo-berry   scattered in the Bruce & Killarney  
   

Geraniaceae    
Geranium robertianum   Herb-Robert   ssp. robertianum. Scattered 
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Oxalidaceae    
Oxalis acetosella    Wood Sorrel   Algonquin  

Oxalis stricta   Upright Yellow-sorrel  roadsides 
    

Linaceae    
Linum catharticum  Purging Flax   scattered, roadsides  
    

Polygalaceae    
Polygala pauciflora  Gay-wings   Flowerpot Island  

Polygala senega   Seneca Snakeroot  locally common in the Bruce 
    

Euphorbiaceae    
Euphorbia cyparissias  Cypress Spurge   scattered on roadsides  
    

Callitrichaceae    
Callitriche sp.   a Water-starwort  Crane River 
    

Anacardiaceae    
Rhus hirta   Staghorn Sumac  Purdon Fen. Syn. R. typhina 

Toxicodendron radicans  Eastern Poison-ivy  scattered in rich woodlands 
    

Aquifoliaceae    
Ilex mucronata   Catberry   Killarney and Algonquin, infrequent 

 

Aceraceae    
Acer negundo var. negundo Ash-leaved Maple  Beverley Swamp & Purdon Fen 

Acer pensylvanicum  Striped Maple   common Algonquin 

Acer platanoides   Norway Maple   Beverley Swamp 

Acer rubrum var. rubrum  Red Maple   Algonquin  

Acer saccharinum  Silver Maple   Beverly Swamp and Algonquin  

Acer saccharum var. saccharum Sugar Maple   Algonquin 

Acer spicatum   Mountain Maple  common in Algonquin, also the Bruce  
    

Rhamnaceae    
Rhamnus alnifolia  Alder-leaved Buckthorn scattered in the Bruce, also Beverley  

Swamp  
    

Vitaceae    
Vitis riparia    Riverbank Grape  Beverley Swamp 
    

Tiliaceae    
Tilia americana    American Basswood  Beverley Swamp 
    

Malvaceae    
Malva moschata   Musk Mallow   scattered throughout 

Malva neglecta   Dwarf Mallow   Cambridge area 
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Clusiaceae    
Hypericum boreale      Purdon Fen 

Hypericum ellipticum  Pale St John’s-wort  Algonquin 

Hypericum perforatum  Common St John's-wort  scattered   

Triadenum fraseri  Fraser's Marsh-St John's-wort Algonquin – not in flower 
    

Violaceae    
Viola arvensis   Field-pansy   The Bruce  

Viola canadensis   Canada Violet   Flowerpot Island 

Viola cucullata   Marsh Blue-violet  frequent in wet rich forests in Algonquin 

Viola lanceolata ssp. lanceolata Bog White-violet  Algonquin 

Viola nephrophylla  Northern Bog-violet  Purdon Fen – not in flower this year 

Viola pubescens var. pubescens Downy Yellow-violet  The Bruce  

Viola renifolia   Kidney-leaved Violet  Flowerpot Island – not in flower  

Viola rostrata   Long-spurred Violet  Summer Avenue, The Bruce 

Viola sororia   Woolly Blue-violet  Flowerpot Island  
    

Onagraceae    
Chamerion angustifolium   Rosebay Willowherb  ssp. angustifolium. Widely scattered  

Oenothora biennis  Common Evening-Primrose widespread 

Oenothera perennis  Sundrops   widespread 
    

Araliaceae    
Aralia nudicaulis   Wild Sarsaparilla  widespread  

Aralia racemosa ssp. racemosa American-spikenard  Mizzy Lake Trail, Algonquin 

Panax trifolius   Dwarf Ginseng   leaves in the Bruce 
    

Apiaceae    
Angelica atropurpurea  Angelica   in leaf at Beverley Swamp 

Hydrocotyle Americana  American Water-pennywort Flowerpot Island 

Osmorhiza claytonii  Hairy Sweet-javril  Killarney where already in fruit 
    

Cornaceae    
Cornus canadensis  Bunchberry   widespread, some in flower  

Cornus rugosa   Round-leaved Dogwood Beverly Swamp  

Cornus sericea var. sericea Red-osier Dogwood  The Bruce and Manitoulin 
    

Pyrolaceae    
Chimaphila umbellata   Prince's-pine   scattered, in bud at Purdon 

Moneses uniflora   One-flowered Wintergreen Flowerpot Island and Killarney  

Orthilia secunda   Toothed Wintergreen  in bud in the Algonquin 

Pyrola americana   Round-leaved Wintergreen  (part of) sometimes included in Pyrola  

rotundifia. Beverley Swamp & Purdon 

Fen 

Pyrola asarifolia ssp. asarifolia Liverleaf Wintergreen  The Bruce and Lanark – superb this  

year! 

Pyrola chlorantha  Greenish-flowered Wintergreen  The Bruce, Killarney and Purdon Fen 

Pyrola elliptica   Wax-flowered Shinleaf  The Bruce 
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Monotropaceae    
Monotropa hypopitys  Yellow Bird's-nest  Killarney 

Monotropa uniflora  Indian-pipe   widely scattered, in bud in the  

Algonquin  
    

Ericaceae    
Andromeda polifolia   Bog-rosemary   ssp. glaucophylla. Bogs in the Algonquin 

Arctostaphylos uva-ursi  Bearberry   common in the Bruce  

Chamaedaphne calyculata  Leatherleaf   acidic valley bogs in Algonquin – not in  

flower  

Epigaea repens   Mayflower   boreal forest edges, finished flowering  

Gaultheria hispidula  Creeping Snowberry  mossy forest bogs, Algonquin and  

Lanark, finished flowering 

Gaultheria procumbens  Checkerberry   Killarney, not in flower 

Gaylussacia baccata  Black Huckleberry  Granite Ridge Trail, Killarney 

Kalmia angustifolia  Sheep-laurel   Algonquin, forest edges 

Kalmia polifolia   Bog-laurel   Algonquin, valley bogs  

Ledum groenlandicum  Labrador-tea   Beverley Swamp, Algonquin, some in  

flower 

Vaccinium angustifolium   Lowbush Blueberry  boreal forest and rocky outcrops 

Vaccinium corymbosum  Highbush Blueberry  Beverley Swamp 

Vaccinium macrocarpon  Cranberry   Spruce Bog kettle bog 

Vaccinium myrtilloides   Velvet-leaved Huckleberry boreal forest and rocky outcrops  

Vaccinium oxycoccos   Small Cranberry  bogs, Algonquin and the Bruce  
    

Primulaceae    
Lysimachia terrestris  Swamp Candles  Manitoulin and Killarney, also  

Algonquin 

Lysimachia thyrsiflora  Tufted Loosestrife  scattered throughout 

Primula mistassinica   Mistassini Primrose  only in flower on Flowerpot Island   

Trientalis borealis ssp. borealis Starflower   widespread, some still in flower 
    

Oleaceae    
Fraxinus americana  White Ash   The Bruce 

Fraxinus excelsior  Ash    Manitoulin - planted 

Fraxinus pensylvanica      Beverley Swamp  

Fraxinus nigra   Black Ash   Purdon Fen 

Syringa vulgaris   Lilac    The Bruce - planted  
    

Menyanthaceae    
Menyanthes trifoliata  Bogbean   only still in flower on Flowerpot Island 

Apocynaceae    
Apocynum androsaemifolium Dogbane   Killarney  
    

Asclepiadaceae    
Asclepias syriaca   Common Milkweed  roadsides en route to Lanark  
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Convolvulaceae    
Convolvulus arvensis  Field Bindweed   roadsides in Cambridge 
    

Boraginaceae    
Echium vulgare   Viper's-bugloss   roadsides – widely scattered  

Myosotis sylvatica  Wood Forget-me-not  scattered 

 

Lamiaceae    
Ajuga reptans   Bugle    roadsides in the Bruce  

Satureja glabella       Bruce alvars   

Satureja calamintha  Basil-thyme   The Bruce  

Glechoma hederacea  Ground-ivy   The Bruce  

Leonurus cardiaca ssp. cardiaca Motherwort   leaves noted at Beverley Swamp 

Prunella vulgaris var. vulgaris Selfheal    scattered on roadsides 

Thymus serpyllum  Breckland Thyme  Huntsville  
    

Solanaceae    
Solanum dulcamara   Bittersweet   var. dulcamara. Scattered, mostly the  

Bruce  
    

Scrophulariaceae    
Castilleja coccinea  Scarlet Indian-paintbrush locally abundant in the Bruce   

Linaria dalmatica ssp. dalmatica Balkan Toadflax  roadsides 

Melampyrum lineare  Narrow-leaved Cow-wheat Killarney and Algonquin 

Pedicularis canadensis   Wood Betony   ssp. Canadensis. The Bruce – in seed 

Penstemon digitalis  Foxglove Penstemon  New Life Retreat 

Verbascum thapsus  Common Mullein  scattered, roadsides  

Veronica officinalis var. officinalis Common Speedwell  roadsides, throughout  
    

Lentibulariaceae    
Pinguicula vulgaris  Butterwort   Singing Sands 

Utricularia intermedia  Intermediate Bladderwort scattered throughout 

Utricularia minor   Lesser Bladderwort  or gibba? Singing Sands 

Utricularia purpurea      Purdon Fen 

Utricularia vulgaris   Pop-weed   throughout. Most lump macrorhiza in  

vulgaris 
    

Orobanchaceae    
Orobanche uniflora  Cancer-root   Bruce Alvar NR  
    

Plantaginaceae    
Plantago lanceolata  Ribwort Plantain  roadsides  

Plantago major    Greater Plantain  roadsides throughout  

Plantago rugelii   American Plantain  The Bruce 
    

Rubiaceae    
Galium palustre   Marsh-bedstraw  Purdon Fen 
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Houstonia longifolia  Long-leaved Summer-bluet Singing Sands 

Mitchella repens   Partridgeberry   The Bruce  
    

Caprifoliaceae    
Diervilla lonicera   Bush-honeysuckle  widespread 

Linnaea borealis ssp. americana Twinflower   widespread  

Lonicera canadensis  American Fly-honeysuckle Flowerpot Island 

Lonicera dioica   Limber Honeysuckle  scattered in the Bruce  

Lonicera oblongifolia  Swamp Fly Honeysuckle Beverley Swamp 

Lonicera tatarica   Tartarian Honeysuckle  widely scattered. Naturalised  

Sambucus canadensis  Common Elder   Algonquin 

Sambucus racemosa var. racemosa Red-berried Elder  scattered throughout. Syn. S. racemosa  

var. pubens 

Viburnum acerifolium  Arrow-wood   Beverly Swamp  

Viburnum lantanoides  Hobble-bush   scattered 

Viburnum lantana  Wayfaring Tree   The Bruce  

Viburnum lentago  Nannyberry   Algonquin 

Viburnum opulus var. americanum Highbush Cranberry  Beverley Swamp and Lanark. Syn. V.  

trilobum 
    

Dipsacaceae    
Dipsacus fullonum  Teasel    scattered – in seed  
    

Campanulaceae    
Campanula rotundifolia  Harebell   scattered in the Bruce   

Lobelia kalmia   Water Lobelia   stricta included here. The Bruce  

  

Asteraceae    
Achillea millefolium  Yarrow    roadsides, widespread  

Antennaria neglecta?  Field Pussytoes   Algonquin. Probably? This is definitely  

not Antennaria plantaginifolia 

Arctium minus   Lesser Burdock   scattered – leaves 

Centaurea jacea   Brown Knapweed  Manitoulin Island 

Cirsium arvense   Creeping Thistle  roadsides, scattered 

Erigeron annuus   Annual Fleabane  Algonquin 

Erigeron philadelphicus  Robin's Plantain  Beverley Swamp 

Hiercaeum umbellatum  Northern Hawkweed  The Bruce 

Leucanthemum vulgare  Oxeye Daisy   widespread  

Packera obovata   Round-leaved Ragwort  Bruce Alvar NR. Syn. Senecio obovatus 

Petasites palmata   Palmate-leaved Butterbur The Bruce. Syn. Petasites frigidus var.  

palmatus. Leaves only 

Pilosella aurantiaca  Fox-and-cubs   widespread  

Pilosella caespitosa  Yellow Fox-and-cubs  widespread  

Pilosella officinarum   Mouse-ear-hawkweed  var. officinarum. The Bruce  

Rudbeckia hirta   Black-eyed Susan  New Life Retreat 

Tanacetum vulgare  Tansy    roadsides, throughout   

Taraxacum spp.   Dandelion   widespread  

Tetraneuris herbacea  Lakeside Daisy   Alvars in the Bruce. Syn. Hymenoxys  

herbacea 

Tragopogon dubius  Yellow Salsify   The Bruce 
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Systematic List Number 3 Odonata 

 

Many of these records were supplied by Geoff and Margaret Adams. 

 

Damselflies- Zygoptera 
River Jewelwing  Calopteryx aequabile  Logging Museum Trail & Oxtonue River, 

Algonquin 

Ebony Jewelwing  Calopteryx maculata  Various localities 

Violet (Variable) Dancer  Argia fumipennis  Logging Museum Trail, Algonquin 
  

Dragonflies - Anisoptera 
Canada Darner   Aeshna canadensis  Killarney 

Harlequin Darner  Gomphaeshna furcillata  The Bruce 

Delta-spotted Spinetail  Cordulegaster diastatops  Logging Museum Trail, Algonquin 

American Emerald  Cordulia shurtleffi  The Bruce & Killarney 

Racket-tailed Emerald  Dorocordulia libera  scattered throughout 

Black-shouldered Spinyleg Dromogomphus spinosus  Killarney 

Lancet Clubtail   Gomphus exilis   scattered 

Ashy Clubtail   Gomphus lividus   Killarney 

Dusky Clubtail   Gomphus spicatus  The Bruce & Algonquin 

Frosted Whiteface   Leucorrhinia frigida  Killarney & Algonquin 

Dot-tailed Whiteface  Leucorrhinia intacta  The Bruce 

Crimson-winged Whiteface Leucorrhinia glacialis  Algonquin 

Chalk-fronted Corporal  Ladona julia   Widespread 

Four-spotted Skimmer  Libellula quadrimaculata  Manitoulin 

Calico Pennant   Celithemis ethisa   scattered throughout 
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Systematic List Number 4 Butterflies 
 

The following species were recorded during the tour. Many thanks to Geoff and 

Margaret Adams for providing much of this list. 
    

Canadian Tiger Swallowtail Pterourus glaucus canadensis Scattered throughout – quite common 

 

Mustard White   Pieris oleracea   en route to Lanark 

Cabbage White   Artogeia rapae   very few 

Pink-edged Sulphur  Colias interior   Logging Museum, Algonquin, also  

Golden Valley en route to Algonquin 

Clouded Sulphur  Colias philodice   scattered thrghout 

 

Spring Azure   Celastrina ladon   scattered 

Summer Azure   Celastrina neglecta  ?what may have been this species at the  

Logging Museum, Algonquin 

Silvery Blue   Glaucopsyche lygdamus  Manitoulin 

 

White Admiral   Limenitis arthemis  scattered throughout 

Viceroy    Limenitis archippus  Bruce & Killarney 

American Painted Lady  Vanessa virginiensis  The Bruce & Killarney 

Milbert’s Tortoiseshell  Nymphalis milberti  Killarney 

Red Admiral   Vanessa atalanta   scattered  

Mourning Cloak  Nymphalis antiopa  Algonquin 

Monarch   Danaus plexippus  scattered throughout in low numbers  

Great Spangled Fritillary Speyeria cybele   Algonquin 

Atlantis Fritillary  Speyeria atlantis   Algonquin 

Northern Crescent  Phyciodes cocyta   Scattered, mostly the Bruce 

Silvery Checkerspot  Chlosyne nycteis   Scattered in the Algonquin, also noted  

the Bruce 

Northern Pearly-eye  Enodia anthedon   Purdon Fen 

Little Wood-Satyr  Megisto cymela   widesread 

Common Ringlet  Coenonympha inornata  widespread 

 

Long Dash   Polites mystic   Scattered 

Peck’s Skipper   Polites peckius   The Bruce 

Crossline Skipper  Polites origines   Killarney 

European Skipper  Thymelicus lineola  widespread 

Hobomok Skipper  Poanes hobomok   Quite common 

Dreamy Duskywing  Erynnis icelus   The Bruce 

Juvenal's Duskywing  Erynnis juvenalis  scattered 

Northern Cloudywing  Thorybes pylades   Algonquin 

Indian Skipper   Hesperia sassacus  Killarney 

Dun Skipper   Euphyes vestris   Killarney 
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Systematic List Number 5 Birds 
 

The taxonomic order follows that in the National Audubon Society Guide to Birds by David 

Allen Sibley. The number of days a species was seen is indicated as 5/13 – so five days out of 

the 13 in the field (not including the arrival day and the landing back in the UK day). 

 
Common Loon   Gavia immer   seen daily in the Alqonquin, also noted  

in the Bruce and Killarney. 8/13 

Double-crested Cormorant Phalacrocorax auritus  widespread in Bruce & Killarney. 6/13 

American Bittern  Botaurus lentiginosus  1 Killarney & 1 Algonquin 

Black-crowned Night Heron Nycticorax nycticorax  a few in the Bruce. 2/13 

Great Blue Heron  Ardea herodias   widespread. 10/13 

Sandhill Crane   Grus canadensis   2 in the Bruce, 4 Manitoulin, and 2 near  

Killarney. 3/13 

Canada Goose   Branta canadensis  Common except in the Algonquin. 8/13 

Mallard    Anas platyrhynchos  The Bruce. 3/13 

American Black Duck  Anas rubripes   singles Algonquin. 2/13 

Gadwall   Anas strepera   2 Manitoulin 

Northern Shoveler  Anas clypeata   1 Manitoulin 

Blue-winged Teal  Anas discolor   1 Killarney 

Wood Duck   Aix sponsa   frequent at the sewage ponds, Killarney  

and frequent in Algonquin. 8/13 

Lesser Scaup   Aythya affinis   a female with young Algonquin 

Common Merganser  Mergus merganser  The Bruce 

Red-breasted Merganser Mergus serrator   The Bruce 

Hooded Merganser  Lophodytes cucullatus  a few in the Algonquin. 2/13 

Killdeer   Charadrius vociferous  scattered. 6/13 

Spotted Sandpiper  Actitis macularia   only one pair seen in Killarney 

Common Snipe   Gallinago gallinago  scattered. 4/13 

Upland Sandpiper  Bartramia longicauda  1 in the Bruce 

Ring-billed Gull  Larus delawarensis  widespread. 13/13 

Herring Gull   Larus argentatus   scattered around Huron’s shores. 5/13 

Common Tern   Sterna hirundo   scattered. 4/13 

Turkey Vulture   Cathartes aura   Widespread. 12/13 

Bald Eagle   Haliaeetus leucocephalus  an immature on the Bruce and a pair of  

adults on the islands between 

Tobermory and Manitoulin Island. 2/13 

Northern Hen Harrier  Circus cyaneus   a male en route to Lanark 

Sharp-shinned Hawk  Accipiter striatus   1 Manitoulin 

Broad-winged Hawk  Buteo platypterus  scattered. 3/13 

Red-tailed Hawk  Buteo jamaicensis  singles in the Bruce and Manitoulin. 3/13 

American Kestrel  Falco sparverius   singles in Lanark area. 2/13 

Merlin    Falco columbarius  1 in the Bruce 

Ruffed Grouse   Bonasa umbellus   a scattered of records from all areas. 5/13 

Rock Dove   Columba livia   scattered near habitation. 3/13 

Mourning Dove  Zenaida macroura  scattered near habitation. 7/13 

Black-billed Cuckoo  Coccyzus americanus   2 in the Bruce 

Chimney Swift   Chaetura pelagica  Killarney. 2/13 

Chimney Swift   Chaetura pelagica  scattered. 2/13 

Ruby-throated Hummingbird Archilochus colubris  Killarney and Algonquin daily. 7/13 

Belted Kingfisher  Ceryle alcyon   widespread. 9/13 
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Northern Flicker  Colaptes auratus   widespread. 11/13   

Downy Woodpecker  Picoides pubescens  widely scattered. 4/13 

Hairy Woodpecker  Picoides villosus   scattered. 3/13 

Black-backed Woodpecker Picoides arcticus   a female Spruce Bog Walk, Algonquin 

Pileated Woodpecker  Dryocopus pileatus  1 The Bruce and 1 Algonquin. 2/13 

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker Sphyrapicus varius  scattered in the Algonquin. 4/13 

Eastern Kingbird  Tyrannus tyrannus  widely scattered. 5/13 

Great Crested Flycatcher Myiarchus crinitus  singles Algonquin & New Life Retreat.  

2/13 

Eastern Wood-Pewee  Contopus virens   several noted the Bruce & Killarney. 4/13 

Eastern Phoebe   Sayornis phoebe   scattered. 5/13 

Least Flycatcher  Empidonax minimus  singles Algonquin. 2/13 

Alder Flycatcher  Empidonax alnorum  scattered, mostly Algonquin. 5/13 

Yellow-bellied Flycatcher Empidonax flaviventris  1 Algonquin 

Tree Swallow   Tachycineta bicolor  widespread. 10/13 

Bank Swallow   Riparia riparia   The Bruce 

Cliff Swallow   Hirundo pyrrhonota  2 in the Bruce and noted in the Lanark  

area. 3/13 

Barn Swallow   Hirundo rustica   widespread. 13/13 

Blue Jay   Cyanocitta cristata  widespread. 13/13 

Gray Jay   Perisoreus canadensis  noted along the Mizzy Lake Trail,  

Algonquin 

American Crow  Corvus brachyrhynchos  widespread. 10/13 

Common Raven  Corvus corax   widely scattered. 7/13 

Black-capped Chickadee Poecile atricapilla  scattered. 7/13 

Boreal Chickadee  Poecile hudsonicus  5 seen along the Mizzy Lake Trail,  

Algonquin 

Brown Creeper   Certhia americana  a few in the Algonquin. 2/13 

Red-breasted Nuthatch  Sitta canadensis   a few, mostly in the Algonquin. 4/13 

House Wren   Troglodytes aedon  scattered. 3/13 

Winter Wren   Troglodytes troglodytes  heard in the Algonquin 

Golden-crowned Kinglet Regulus satrapa   Algonquin 

Ruby-crowned Kinglet  Regulus calendula  scattered in the Algonquin. 3/13 

Eastern Bluebird  Sialia sialis   frequent in the Bruce, and Manitoulin.  

3/13 

Veery    Catharus fuscescens  1 seen in Killarney, but heard almost  

throughout 

Gray-cheeked Thrush  Catharus minimus  1 probable Algonquin 

American Robin  Turdus migratorius  widespread. 13/13 

Gray Catbird   Dumetella carolinensis  scattered. 3/13 

Brown Thrasher  Toxostoma rufum  widely scattered. 5/13 

Cedar Waxwing  Bombycilla cedrorum  widespread. 13/13 

European Starling  Sturnus vulgaris   widespread. 10/13 

Blue-headed Vireo  Vireo solitarius   1 Killarney 

Red-eyed Vireo   Vireo olivaceous   widespread. 8/13 

Nashville Warbler  Vermivora ruficapilla  singles twice Algonquin. 2/13 

Northern Parula  Parula americana  Easst Beach and Bartlett Lodge,  

Algonquin. 2/13 

Black & White Warbler  Mniotitla varia   widespread. 7/13 

Black-throated Blue Warbler Dendroica caerulescens  a male Bartlett Lodge, Algonquin 
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Blackburnian Warbler  Dendroica fusca   1 Killarney and two males & a female,  

Algonquin. 2/13 

Chestnut-sided Warbler  Dendroica pensylvanica  scattered. 4/13 

Magnolia Warbler  Dendroica magnolia  scattered. 4/13 

Yellow-rumped Warbler Dendroica coronata  unusually scarce this year. 5/13 

Black-throated Green Warbler Dendroica virens   locally frequent. 4/13 

Blackpoll Warbler  Dendroica striata   1 Killarney 

Yellow Warbler   Dendroica petechia  widespread in low numbers. 7/13 

Ovenbird   Seiurus aurocapillus  1 Killarney 

Common Yellowthroat  Geothlypis trichas  widespread. 9/13 

American Redstart  Setophaga ruticilla  locally common Bruce & Killarney. 6/13 

Rose-breasted Grosbeak Pheucticus ludovicianus  scattered. 4/13 

Northern Cardinal  Cardinalis cardinalis  2 Manitoulin (Jack) 

Indigo Bunting   Passerina cyanea   2 Manitoulin 

Grasshopper Sparrow  Ammodramus savannarum heard at New Life Retreat 

Le Conte’s Sparrow  Ammodramus leconteii  a possible at New Life Retreat 

Song Sparrow   Passerculus sandwichensis widespread. 10/13 

Savannah  Sparrow  Melospiza melodia  The Bruce. 2/13 

Field Sparrow   Melospiza pusilla  1 at the Old Airfield, Algonquin 

Lincoln’s Sparrow  Melospiza lincolnii  scattered. 6/13 

Swamp Sparrow  Melospiza georgiana  Algonquin and Purdon Fen. 5/13 

Chipping Sparrow  Spizella passerina  widespread. 13/12 

Dark-eyed Junco  Junco hyemalis   2 Killarney 

White-throated Sparrow Zonotrichia albicollis  widespread. 10(seen)/13 

Fox Sparrow   Passerella iliaca   2 on Manitoulin 

Bobolink   Dolichonyx oryzivorus  several in old fields on the Bruce, singles  

twice at New Life Retreat. 4/13 

Eastern Meadowlark  Sturnella magna   scattered in open areas. 3/13 

Red-winged Blackbird  Agelaius phoeniceus  widespread. 12/13 

Brewer’s Blackbird  Euphagus cyanocephalus  in old fields on the Bruce 

Brown-headed Cowbird Molothrus ater   only noted around Cambridge  

Common Grackle  Quiscalus quiscula  widespread. 13/13 

Baltimore Oriole  Icterus galbula   3 Manitoulin 

Pine Grosbeak   Pinicola enucleator  1 on the Bruce 

American Goldfinch  Carduelis tristis   widespread. 10/13  

Pine Siskin   Carduelis pinus   2 Algonquin 

Evening Grosbeak  Coccothraustes vespertinus 1 between Algonquin and  

House Sparrow   Passer domesticus  near habitation. 2/13 
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Systematic List Number 6 Reptiles & Amphibians 
 
Reptiles 

 

Milk Snake   Lampropeltis triangulum  singles in the Bruce and Manitoulin 

Smooth Green Snake  Opheodrys vernalis  1 in the Bruce 

Eastern Garter Snake  Thamnophis sirtalis  A scatter of records throughout 

Ribbon Snake   Thamnophis sauritus  2 of these delicate little snakes were seen  

in the Algonquin 

Northern Watersnake  Nerodia sipedon   a total of 8 seen, mostly in the Bruce 

 

Midland Painted Turtle  Chrysemys picta marginata most common along the Mizzy Trail,  

Algonquin  

Snapping Turtle  Chelydra serpentina  one Beverley Swamp, one Killarney and  

one off the Mizzy Trail, Algonquin 

Blanding’s Turtle  Emydoidea blandingi  1 Manitoulin 

 

 

Amphibians 

 

American Toad   Bufo americanus   Scattered throughout 

Gray Tree Frog   Hyla chrysoscelis/versicolor 1 in Killarney 

Spring Peeper   Hyla crucifer   Heard occasionally – seen The Bruce &  

Killarney 

Northern Leopard Frog  Rana pipiens   Scattered throughout 

Green Frog   Rana clamitans   Locally common 

Mink Frog   Rana septentrionalis  Rather uncommon 

Wood Frog   Rana sylvatica   Widespread 

 

Red-backed Salamander Plethodon cinereus  noted in the Bruce alvars 
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Systematic List Number 7 Fungi 
 

This list was kindly provided by John and Sheila Weir from the 2008 tour – many of 

these species were seen in 2010 as well. 
 

Wolf's-milk slime   Lycogala epidendrum  Killarney – pretty pink bubbles! This one  

we certainly saw in 2010 
Brown Birch Bolete  Leccinum scabrum  under birch; several sites inc.Visitor  

Centre 

Hoof Fungus (*Tinder Conch) Fomes fomentarius  on dead birch; Beverly Swamp and  

others 

*Red-belt Polypore  Fomitopsis pinicola  on conifers, mainly white spruce in  

Algonquin; Spruce Bog 

*Black Morel   Morchella elata   found by Howard in conifer plantation  

behind Hardware Store 

Dryad’s Saddle   Polyporus squamosus  large numbers on dead wood at Beverly  

Swamp 

Blackfoot Polypore  Polyporus leptocephalus  was P. varius; last day at Beverly Swamp 

Tiger’s Eye   Coltricia perennis  on sandy path; Day 12? – old railway  

line 

Bog Beacon   Mitrula elegans   on submerged dead leaves; Day 12? –  

old railway line (British species 

M.paludosa may be same) 

Oyster Fungus                            Pleurotus ostreatus    on dead wood; several sites 

*Orange Mycena  Mycena leaiana   on rotting logs; Mizzy Lake?; not British 

*Little Orange Log Mushroom Xeromphalina campanella  common on well-rotted conifer logs; Red  

Data List in Britain1 

*Conifer Mazegill  Gloeophyllum sepiarum  dead conifer wood; Mizzy Lake and  

Spruce Bog 

Earthy Powdercap  Cystoderma amianthinum  conifer litter and wood; found by Ian;  

site? 

White-laced Shank  Megacollybia platyphylla  on deciduous wood; found by Ian; site? 

 

* indicates Canadian common name 
1 found by John, probably on Spruce Bog walk.  He commented that it looked like an Omphalina. 

 

Others, particularly Judy, pointed out several fungi some of which were not identified. We also found 

several Inocybes, Entolomas and others which could not be identified to species. 

 


